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MY LORD; 


. 


e HAVE read ſome very extra- 
2 5 ordinary Sermons on this fame 
H Occafion, and heard of many 
l more ſuch ; but conſidering 
[SS 1 the Place, and the Preacher, I 
believe there have been found/ 
ef few more notable than that 

REES preached lately by your Lord- 

4 „ 

In your Sermon upon Church Authority, you 
drew ſo much Trouble upon your ſelf, by your un- 
wary Poſitions, no wiſe favoured by Scripture, 
and ſucceſsfully expoſed by a Brother Prelate (fa- 


mous for his Love and Defence of Truth, how- 


ever unfaſhionable and diſguſtful) that I hoped you 
would have proved more circumſpect in any La- 
bours of yours, that were to be afterwards pre- 
ſented to the World. I am therefore ſorry, that 
you ſhould again lay your ſelf open; and whilft 
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you are ſcattering your publick Rebukes, ſhould 
deſerve one your ielf. | 
I ſhould indeed have {till thought you too wiſe 
and moderate, te be capable of reyiying old Heats 
and Partialities, had you not in Fact done it: Ner 
elſe could I have imagined that you would again 
venture into the World another Performance ſo 
very looſe and exceptionable, that even your 
Friends condemn it, and think it ill judged, and 
unfair. | 

I know nothing more repugnant to the Spirit of 
the Goſpel, than for one profeſſing to preach it, 
to enliſt himſelf a Champion of a Party, indeed 
almoſt of any Party; fince moſt Parties are too 
viſibly heated and influenced by Motives altoge- 
ther worldly, paſſionate, and human; nor ſo much 
concerned what ſerves the Intereſt of Truth, as 
what ſerves the Intereſt of Faction; and are gene- 
rally Foes to Truth, where Truth interferes with 
them. Surely 'tis unworthy a Preacher of the Goſ- 
pel to fence with or againſt Sounds, to equivo- 
cate and lay falſe Colours, to diſcover Faults on 
one ſide only, to invent Merit on the other, and 
to darken, or diſguiſe, or ſuppreſs Facts; inſtead 
of informing, to miſlead, and to heighten popular 
Animoſities, inſtead of calming them: All this is 
the Work, not of a Preacher, whoſe Province is 
Truth and Peace, but of an Apolegiſt who hides 
or adulterates the Truth; of an Inflamer, who 
would create Rage and Strife. 

Whether ſuch wicked Ule hath not been made 
of this ſame Anniverſary, Experience too ſadly 
tells; and whether your Lordſhip hath made 
a right Uſe of it, whether you have been utterly 
unmoved by the Spirit of Party, and of your Or- 
der, and have cenſured without Prejudice or Par- 
tiality, I leave to your own Conſcience, and the 
Conſideration of our Readers, 

Your 


1 


Your Lordſhip begins with the Uſe which is to 
be made of Hiſtory, and particularly of the impi- 
ous Fact then to be commemorated. Bur I doubt, 
| in making uſe of that Fact, you are too narrow, 
| and have omitted one of the principal Uſes ( whe- 
ther in tenderneſs ro the Memory of that Prince, 
or in miſtaken court to other Princes) namely, 
what bitter Effects he felt from his Thirſt of un- 
bounded Power; that in violating his Duty, he 
brought Miſery upon himſelf ; that if he had ob- 
ſerved the Laws, and protected the Rights of his 
People, his People, and the Laws, would have 
protected him; but that by following evil Coun- 
ſels, and his own arbitrary Will, whilſt he was 
miſguided by flattering and ambitious Biſhops, and 
oppreſſed his Lay Subjects, he loſt the Hearts and 
Confidence of his People; and by purſuing lawleſs 
Meaſures, taught his Enemies to deſtroy him 
againſt Law. 

Another obvious Uſe to be made of this Fact, 
omitted likewiſe by your Lordſhip, is, thence to 
warn Princes againſt being ſeduced by pious Flat- 
tery, or any Flattery; nor to ſuffer Sycophants, 
eſpecially religious Sycophants, the moſt dange- 
rous of all others, to inſpire them with evil Paſſi- 
ons, or to ſooth ſuch Paſſions as they already have. 
King Charles the Firſt had raiſed the Power of the 
Church, even beyond his own ; and the Church- 
| > men openly aſſerted their Power to be independent 
| and unaccountable; independent even of the 
l Crown, though they had ſworn the contrary; and 
1 in Return for his ſuffering them to uſurp upon 

him, they encouraged and prompted him to uſurp 
upon the Kingdom. Thus the two lawleſs Pow- 
ers were to ſupport and recompenſe each other. 
It was indeed a plain, a wicked Bargain, ſtruck 
between the Crown and the Mitre; both bent to 
enſlaye theſe Nations, and to divide Shares in the 
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common Oppreſſion. For the Clergy are not 
wont to ſerve either God or the King for Nought; 
and though they be ſpiritual Men, whoſe only 
Buſineſs is to guide us to the other World, they 
are ſeldom ſatisfied with a ſmall part of this, which 
they are always teaching others to renounce. It was 
well ſaid by a Reverend Doctor to an Aſſembly of 
Doctors, „If you would teach the Laity to con- 
„ temn the World, ſhew them the Way, by 
« contemning it firſt yourſelves.” 

Is not this a true Account? Had not the King, 
and the. Clergy, by breaking all Bounds, and by 
invading the Privileges and Properties of all Men, 
drawn down a general Odium upon both Crown 
and Mitre? And has your Lordſhip fully, or at all, 
opened and owned this Matter? Have you warned 
Princes and Churchmen againſt aſpiring to more 
Power or Wealth than the Conſtitution has given 
them; againſt the Iniquity and Infamy of 1 
their Truſt, a Truſt fo important and facred * 
Have you warned them againſt the Conſequence 
and the Curſe of Ambition and Violence? 

Your Lordſhip repeats the Words of Your 
Text, to fear the Lord and the King, and not to 
meddle with them that are given to change; and you 
« add, that“ had our Forefathers followed this 
c Advice, the horrid Fact we this day lament, had 
ce not been committed.” My Lord, I ſay, if 
that Prince, and the Churchmen then had follow'd 
this Advice, that horrid Fact never had been com- 
mitted. Who were addicted to change? Was it 
the King and Churchmen? Or was it the People? 
Not the People ſurely, who ſeem to have been en- 
tirely contented with the Form of Government, 
and not to have had a Thought of another, till 
they were daily more and more incenſed by the 
mercileſs Oppreſſions of the Court and the Biſhops. 
My Lord Clarendon owns the good Temper and 
Inclinations of the People, which were fo * 

ably 
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ably peaceable, that thence, he ſays, many won- 
der'd the more at the prodigious Change which 
afterwards happened, and ſeems to lay the blame of 
all upon Archbiſhop Laud. 

T he Queſtion therefore is, Who were the Ag- 
greſſors? Who began Enormities, who defied and 
overturned the Law? Was it the People? No. 
It was the Court and the Clergy, and both rioted 
in lawleſs Rule for a long courſe of Years. After 
this Change, this alarming Change, where all 
Law and Security were ſwallowed up, it was na- 
rural for other Changes to follow ; and when once 
a general War was begun, no Change nor an 
Exceſs was to be wonder'd at. Had not the King 
diſregarded, and even overthrown Law, he needed 
not have been a Martyr to publick Reſentment, 
nor even to a particular Faction. Neither can L 
comprehend what you mean, when towards the 
end of your Sermon, you ſay, ** That the Crown 
& is nom limited by Law; as if it had not been 
ſo then. 

I agree with your Lordſhip, That © the like 
% can never happen again, if Poſterity will have 
ce the Wiſdom to take warning from this Exam- 
& ple.” But to condemn indiſcriminately all that 
was done, eſpecially at firſt, againſt the King, and 
indiſcriminately to extol his Character and Reign, 
is the ready way to encourage the like to happen 
over and over. It is plain his Son was thus en- 
couraged, and thus came to ſuffer as well as his 
Father; nor can I ſay, that the Fate of the Son 
was leſs miſerable than that of the Father, but 
rather to any Man of Spirit more miſerable. I 
am moreover very inclinable to fear that, were 
Times to change once more, we ſhould hear high- 
er Encomiums upon the Martyrdom of 88, than 
upon that of 48, (if that be poſſible) and from 
the ſame Men too. We ſhould then be told what 
Canceſſions the Martyr. King Fame: W 
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how ſincere he was in them, be told how criminal 
they were who would not accept them; though 
tis manifeſt he made none with any the leaſt In- 
tention to keep them. Nay 'tis probable we ſhould 
be told too, that he had a divine Right to do whar 
he pleaſed, and none had a Right to controul him, 
or to expect any Conceſſions at all from him; and 
that all which has been done ſince, has been only 
ſucceſsful Rebellion. For what has been too 
wicked or too mad to be ſaid upon both theſe Oc- 
caſions already, and upon both thele Kings? 

Thar his Father was very fincere, your Lord- 
ſhip takes upon you to determine roundly. Though 
the Violation, the repeated and continual Violati- 
on of his Coronation Oath, his paſting the Bill of 
Rights, and owning all theſe Rights to be legal and 
juſt, and thence confeſſing that he had broken 
them all, nay, his violating that very Bill in all its 
Parts, almoſt as ſoon as he had paſſed it; were bur 
ill Marks of a Heart very upright and fincere. Ot 
all theſe Exceſſes he was guilty at a Time when his 
Parliament were well diſpoſed for the honourable 
Support of his Government, and free from any 
deſign to diſtreſs it, much leſs to alter it; nay 
were ready to grant him very noble Supplies, if 
he would but have ſuffered Juſtice to be done upon 
publick Traytors, the infamous Inftruments of 
illegal Power, and of mutual Diftruſt between him 
and his People. 

Whilſt J am upon this Head, I would take 
notice that he actually committed or attempted to 
commit all the Enormities, all the Acts of Uſur- 
pation committed by the late King James; levied 
Money againſt Law, levied Forces and obliged his 
Subjects to maintain them, againſt Law; was 
even charged with having raiſed a Body of Foreign 
Soldiers, to deſtroy the Law and enſlave his Peo- 
ple at once; diſpenſed with all the Laws; filled the 
Priſons with illuſtrious Patriots who defended the 

Law, 
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Law, and themſelves by the Law; encouraged 
and rewarded Hireling Doctors to maintain that his 
Will was above Law, nay itſelf the higheſt Lay, 
and binding upon the Conſciences of his Subjects 
on pair of eternal Damnation; and that ſuch as x 
reſiſted his lawleſs Will, reſiſted God, and were 

guilty of Impiety and Rebellion: He robbed. 
ities of their Charters, the Publick of its Mo- 

12 and Liberty, and treated his Free- born Sub- 

Jects as Slaves born only to obey him. 155 

It is ſaid he was not a Papiſt: Perhaps he was 
not, that is, not a Subject to the Pope of Rome; 
but he was bent upon ſetting up a Hierarchy in 
England, reſembling that of Rome in all its Power 
and Terrors. Nor does it avail, if Men are to 
be perſecuted and oppreſſed for their Conſcience, 

| whether they ſuffer from the Tyranny of a Hil- 
\ debrand, a Luther, or a Laud. All perſecuting 
Religions are alike terrible to thoſe who alike hate 
4 or dread all perſecuting Religions. It is certain, 
I that df all the Diſſenters, none but the Papiffs had 
any Mercy ſhewn them, and theſe were in high 
favour. ; 
It is alſo certain, that for all theſe Exorbitances he 
underwent much Affliction and a ſevere Lot after- 
wards, from Men too who had no ſort of Right to 
inflict it. But they did by Power as he once had 
done, uſed it wantonly and without Mercy or Law. 
This I candidly own: But yourLordſhip,who ſtrong- 
ly. repreſent his Fate, ſays nothing of his Crimes; 
and ſurely Oppreſſion and Uſurpation are great 
ones, and big with all Crimes: Crimes of which 
0 that unhappy Prince ſeems not to have had a true 
Senſe, if any: Nor is his Repentance apparent, 
though God knows he had abundant Cauſe for it. 
Here therefore is a powerful Objection againſt his. 
Sincerity; ſince it does pot appear that he was 
ſtruck with any Senſe of his Guilt. Can * 
* al 
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faid to own his Fault, who juſtifies himſelf, and 
ſeems conſcious of his Innocence. | 

It would have been bur fair in your Lordſhip, 
to have ſhewn his Errors and evil Doings, as well 
as his Sufferings. The former you ſcarcely touch, 
and therefore are an Advocate, not an Inſtructor. 

In your ſecond Paragraph there is a doctrinal 


Paſſage which ſeems to deſerve ſome Artention : 


You tell us, 70 fear the Lord, means, to us Chri- 
ſtians, To believe and practiſe the Doctrines and 
« Duties taught by Chriſt in the Scriptures, or 
& by his Minitters agreeably thereto.” I thought it 
had been enough to believe and practiſe them as 
taught by bim; that all farther Authority was 
needleſs ; and that ſubmitting to the Deductions of 
the Clergy from thence, or to their Paraphraſes 
upon theſe, was no Part of our Duty. If ſuch 
Deductions or Explanations appear to us true and 
rational, we mult believe them though they came 
from a Layman: If we think them falſe or partial, 


.. will&our Lordſhip ſay, that we ate to believaghem, 


becauſe they come from the Clergy ? 

beg your Pardon, my Lord, if I miſtake your 
Meaning. Bur in your Words there ſeems to lurk 
a ſort of latent Claim of Right in the Clergy to 
interpret the Scriptures authoritatively, It you 
mean fo, nothing is more dangerous or untruę: If 
you mean no ſuch thing, why do you add, or by 
bis Miniſters, agrecably thereto? Who are. to judge 
of this Agreeableneſs? If their Hearers, if the 
Laity are the Judges, then ſuch Words were need- 
lefly added, and ſtand for nothing; and there is an 
end of all Church-Authority, and of any Pretence 
to it. But if the Clergy are both to interpret and 
to judge tor others, then there is anend of all Liber- 
ty, of all Judgment and Conſcience amongſt Men, 


and the Clergy are all ſo many Popes, infallible 


and irreſiſtible; whichs I preſume your Lordſhip 
5 3 ' : 's 
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will not ſay; and ſhall be glad to hear you talk 
clearly upon this Subject, of itſelf clear enough; 
bur often darkened and wreſted by Deſign. 
Your Lordſhip tells us, (p.6.) that © 70 fear the 
“ King, is to obey him —— that is, in a limited 
and legal Government, to obſerve the Laws | 
« and that this is the certain Rule of Obedience, 
« which leaves all Men without Excuſe, who pre- 
© tend Ignorance.” This is true. But did not 
this very Rule leave King Charles I. alſo without 
Excuſe? For, if he were to be exempted from the 
Rule, your juſt Diſtinction of à limited and legal 
Government had been abſurd. He therefore having 
the Laws for his Guides, ſinned againit Know- 
ledge: Nor, had he been ignorant, would it have 
excuſed him; ſince it was his Duty to inform him- 
ſelf. Nor is my Lord Clarendon's Plea of his Ig- 
norance, a good Plea. Beſides, I think the King 
declared at his Trial, that he underftood Law as 
well as molt private Gentlemen in England. 
" Your Lordſhip, repeating again the Words of 
your Text, tells us, that “ we are adviſed by it 
ce not to mix, or familiarly converſe with ſuch as 
& are given bo change, leſt we be ſeduced by them 
& to Idolatry,” Sc. An Advice entirely applicable 
to that King, though your Lordſhip makes no ſuch 
Application. It was from him and his evil Coun- 
ſellors the Change began. Why did he converſe 
with ſuch, why did he nouriſh and employ them? 
Why was he governed by them? Why did he 
liſten to them more than to the Voice of his Duty 
and of the Laws? Had not his Popiſh Queen, weak 
and bigotted as ſhe was, prodigious Influence over 
him? Had he not Popiſþ Miniſters of State, Po- 
piſb Counſellors? And had he not about him hot- 
headed and arbitrary Biſhops; continually inſtigating 
him to Innovations? So that had he obſerved this, 
or any ſober Advice, he maſt have baniſhed all the 
B 2 Papiſts 
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Papiſts from his Courr, and all other Paraſites, Ec- 

cleſiaſtical and Civil. | | 
Your Lordſhip well obſerves, That one of the 

beſt Preſervatives againſt Vices of all kinds, is, to 

avoid bad Company; for that there is a ſtrange 

Contagion in ill Example. But you have not told 

us how much King Charles T. was corrupted and 

miſled by bad Company, by arbitrary Miniſters and 

flattering Prelates, Very true likewiſe is what you 

ſay, that © there is a ſpecious Outſide in every 

14 « Vice, which flatters our Senſes, and is but too 

| & agreeable to one or other of our Paſſions. But 

* | the Application of this Truth. to that Prince is 

* again forgot. Were not the Principles of Lawleſs 

0 ns Rule dreſſed up to him in very alluring Colours, and 

was he not entirely miſled by them? 

| Every Vice, you ſay, has its Party, who dreſs 

I it up in the moſt attracting Colours, and repreſent 

| [ its oppoſite Virtue to the greateſt Diſadvantage : 
| You add, that Vice, in their Account of it, is > 

| ſociable and good-natured; tis Manlineſs, Good-breed- 3 

| ing, Pleaſure, and Liberty. Now, my Lord, (af- 

ter I have aſſured your Lordſhip, that I never 

heard any of my Acquaintance make any ſuch 

Encomiums upon Vice) give me leave to ask, 

what is a more horrid, a more complicated Vice, 

1. than lawleſs Power; than abrogating the Laws, 
5 and robbing Nations of their Liberty and Rights? 
| Did not King Charles do this? Was not violent 
Power his Darling? Was he not bewitched with 
the wicked Doctrines that ſupport it? Were not 
theſe Doctrines recommended in the moſt pleaſing 
Lights, and even in the Name of the Lord? Was 
it not become the common Theme of the Pulpit, 
eſpecially in the King's Pulpit, to repreſent Servi- 
8 * Duty, and Tyranny as the Ordinance of 

od: ' 
| Theſe Obſervations, my Lord, fell naturally in 
18 your Way ; and why you made them not, you = 
; c 
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beſt tell. But, to apply to the King what your 
Lordſhip applies to Vice: He found in the end, 
that all ſuch Repreſentations in favour of unlawful 
Power were mere Deluſion; that the Pleaſures he 
was flatter'd with were falſe Pleaſures; ſweer in- 
deed in the Mouth, but all Bitterneſs within; that 
no two things are at a wider Diſtance, than lawful 
Power, and Power uſurped; that Submiſſion to 
the Laws is the moſt perfect Freedom; and that 
thoſe Flatterers and Preachers, 'who. ſeduced him 
from his Oath and his Duty, whulſt they promiſed 
him Monarchy without Controul, were themſelves 
aiming at uncontrouleq Power over the Monarch. 

Thus they dazzled him with the Luſtre of 
Power, and he blindly purſued it; till, by graſping 
at too much, he riſqu'd, and at laſt loft rhe whole. 

What you ſay further of Men given to change, 
p. 7. is too general, and may ſerve for any Party, 
and any Time; but may be very juſtly applied to 
that King and his Counſellors; as, That they 
ce acted from Motives of Avarice or Ambition, 
% from Diſappointment or Revenge, or to mend 
% a bad Fortune from Vanity and Self- con- 
ce ceit, from a Levity and Fickleneſs of Temper, 
« from a ſcheming Head, and a Love of innova- 
« ting in Religion and Government for innova- 
&« ting ſake,” Go. 

W hat follows is true in ſome meaſure, but very 
looſe and declamatory. If, for example, , ſome 


'«. Men are againſt whatever is uppermoſt, and 


GT ſeem to diſlike what is eſtabliſhed, merely be- 
&«. cauſe it is ſo”; are there not others, who know 
no other Reaſon for liking what is eſtabliſhed, but 
purely becauſe tis eſtabliſhed? Are there not ſome 
who haye particular and large Intereſt and Advan- 
tages in being for the Eftabliſhment,; and muſt 
ſeem either to like the Thing, or loſe the Pay? And 
will they not always have ſomething very plauſible 
to urge in fayour and defence of their Gain, 
What 
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« What Religion, you ask, what Eftabliſh- 
% ment of Religion; what Church in any Coun- 
try is ſo perfect, as not to leave Room for find- 
& ing Fault?“ Give me leave to ſay, my Lord, 
that the leſs room there is, the better it is; and 
that if there be any Faults, they ought rather to 
be mended than defended. This I preſuqe your 
Lordſhip will allow; and I ſhould likewiſe be obli- 
ged, if you would pleaſe to inform me, whether 
the Clergy have ever been remarkable for mending 
their own Faults, or for thanking others for mend- 
ing them, or even ſufferthg them to, do it: I 
doubt it will be found, that wherever Religion has 
been defaced or debauched, it was the Clergy who 
did it; that wherever Religion has been reformed, 
it was the Laity that reformed-it. © In the Opi- 
nion of religious Men, (ſays Sir Francis Bacon,) 
c the Church never wants Reforming : As if 
« Caſtles and Houſes might want Repair, but 
“ Chappels and Churches never do. The Uſe I 
would make of this is, that we cannot always well 
depend upon the Word of the Clergy, whether 
the eſtabliſhed Church any where, be perfect or 

defective, or how far ſhe is ſo. 
Your Lordſhip goes on to ask, What Forms of 
&« Words ſo compleat and unexceptionable; what 
“ Diſcipline ſo well framed, or fo well executed; 
« what Syſtem of Faith and Doctrine ſo wiſely 
&« drawn up; where a national Clergy ſo well qua- 
c lified for Virtue and Learning, ſo pious, fo pru- 
« dent in the Diſcharge of their Offices, as to 
& leave no Place for Exceptions, for Objections, 
for Scruples, for Cenſure, for Reproach?” I 
doubt, no where; and if Churchmen and Churches 
be thus imperfect, thus fallible and frail, every 
Man mult be left at perfect Liberty to leave them 
wholly, or to join with them in part, as to him- 
ſelf ſeems a rational and fitting: Every Man 
ought to be free to diſcourſe or write * 
Lace 
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theſe Churches and Churchmen whatever he judges 

fit; to urge his Objections, to defend his own dif- 

ferent Opinions, it he have any, and to propoſe 
Amendments where he thinks he ſees Faults. To 
deprive him of this Liberty, would be unjuſt and 
unchriſtian; ſince his conforming againſt Inclina- 

tion is Hypocriſy ; and ſurely the Clergy would 

not commit ſuch a heinous Sin, as to make or en- 
courage Hypocrites: And if he conform by e 
Choice, he wants no other Motive. 

What therefore can be ſaid for Archbiſhop 
Laud, and the Clergy of that Time, who plagued 
and perſecuted all Men (but the Papiſts) for not 
ſubmitting blindly to their arbitrary and ſelfiſh In- 
junctions as to ſo many divine Inſtitutions? Were 
not they the Men given to Change, to a Change 
fatal to Conſcience and civil Liberty? And is not 5 
this the natural Reſult of blending Power unnatu- 
| rally with Religion, which reſides wholly in the 

Soul, is the Effect only of Conviction, and. can ne- 

7 ver be ſubje& to Force? Nor was it the only Time 
when Religion was baniſhed, to make room for 
the Hierarchy. 

It is very true what your Lordſhip ſays, that 
no Forms of Words, no Syſtems can pleaſe all 
Men. This you aſcribe to the love of Change. 

My Lord, I will give you a Reaſon worth a thou- 

ſand of yours. In matters of Religion, all Men 

have a Right to judge for themſelves; and as the 

Variation and Difference in the Opinion of Men 

is endleſs and infinite, the Sentiments of ſome Men 

can never be the Sentiments of all Men; and ' tis 

notable Folly to aim at fixing a general Standard of 

Thinking; and notable Wickedneſs and Tyranny 

to force Men to ſubmit to it. Do they who com- 

poſe ſuch Syſtems and Forms, maintain that they 

are all derived from the Word of God, and virtu- 

ally contained in it? Then he who believes the 

Word of God, believes theſe; and this would be 
© | {\uf- 
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ſufficient, if the Compoſers meant no more. The 


truth is, (and your Lordſhip knows it well) 
that their Meaning has too often been, to ſubject 
Men, not to Chritt's Authority, but to their own. 

Can no Syſtems, no Forms, pleaſe all Men? 
W hat then is to be done? Even to leave all 
Men at full Liberty to take them, or to reje& 
them. Knows your Lordſhip a better, or indeed 


any other Chriſtian Rule? We all know that 


Chriſtian Rules, and Eccleſiaſtical Rules, have 
often been very different, in truth, very oppo- 
fire things. Neither is your Reaſoning juſt, 


when you arraign the People, eſpecially the Bulk 


of the People, with being addicted to change 


in Matters of Religion. I believe the Truth is 


on the other Side; and that they are rather apr 
to be perſevering and obſtinate, as in all their 
Habits, ſo particularly in their religions Habits, 
be the ſame right or wrong; as the Clergy them- 
ſelves, when ſuch Habus do not pleale them, 
are apt to contend. They therefore who would 
force or perſuade the People into new Forms, 


or out of their old Forms, are the Men given, 


to change. Pray, who are they that have every 
where, or any where introduced Changes and 
Adulterations in Religion? Who are they who 
in too many Countries have converted Religion 
into a Monſter? Not the People, tis well known; 

our Lordſhip knows it well. At one Time, and 
indeed for ſeveral Ages, Chriſtianity was almoſt 
loſt in the World; loſt in the groſs Forgeries and 
Impoſtures of the Prieſts: Or if it was foundany 
where, it was chiefly found amongſt the Albigen- 


fes and Waldenſes, who, I think, had no Prieſts 


at all, at leaſt, none pampered with Wealth, and 
intoxicated with Power. Let others declare, 
whether, if, our Clergy do leſs harm, than in Po- 

iſh Countries the Clergy do, and obſerve ſome 
Circumſpection, ſuch their Behaviour and For- 


bearance. 
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bearance be owing to our Conſtitution, to the 
Spirit of the Legiſlature, or to their own Spi- 
rit. What Changes, what dangerous and ridi- 
culous Changes, were made, or attempted, by Laud 
and his Brethren, I thall take notice by and by. 

As to Forms and Ceremonies, 'tis certain, that 
if they are about Things indifferent, *ris*a Shame to 
argue in their Defence with ſuch Men as think them 
finful, and conſequently not indifferent. *Tis as 
certain, that whatever is not really a part of Ro- 
ligion, ought to be kept our of the Church; not 
only for fear of Offence, though even this be a 
good Reaſon, but for fear of creating Superſtition 
in the common People, who will for ever take 
whatever is joined to Religion, to be part of Re- 
ligion, though declared over and over again to be 
Matter of Indifference. To multiply, therefore, 
ſuch .Cauſes of Superſtition, is ſinful and ſcanda- 
lous, where ever 'tis done; and Land, and his Ad- 
herents were continually doing it, to the ſeducing 
of many, and to the diſguſting of more. Are 
there no Forms of Words, no Syſtems, that can 
pleaſe all Men? Surely there are nor; and this per- 
haps is an unanſwerable Reaſon againſt impoſing 
ſuch Forms and Syſtems upon Men. To impole 
them upon ſuch as diſlike them, is notorious Ty- 
ranny, and altogether Antichriſtian. 

Were I to purſue this Subject, it would lead me 
Into many Reflections. Give me juſt leave to ſay, 
Thar where there is the leaſt Grimace, and Pomp, 
and human Contrivances in Religion, eſpecially in 
a Country of much Light and Liberty, like ours, 
there the feweſt Handles are given for upbraiding 
or ridiculing the Clergy, who can expect no other 
whilſt ſuch Handles GH I might add, that 
the ſureſt way to preſerve and perpetuate the Power 
of Religion, is to reſtore Religion ro its original 
| C Sim- 
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Simplicity. But even to gain this great and va- 
luable End, I am for no Violence, no ſudden 
Changes, no altering Foundacions, or ſhaking the 
Conſtitution, or for changing the Frame of the 
C:ch, or for withdrawing her Revenue. 
Nor do I know any ſuch terrible Men as your 
Locaſhip ſuggeſts to be bent upon any ſuch 
Change. And conſidering that I chink the Pre- 
tender's Game to be altogether deſperate, I can- 


not rorcſee any Change ſo fatal as that which the 


valt Increaſe of the Clergy's Property muſt one 
day, if it go on, certainly make. This I think 
demonſtrable from Figures. I am not ſure that 
this is a Charge which troubles or alarms your 
Lordſhip. You will not. ſurely reply, that 
there are many Clergymen and their Livings very 
Poor. My Lord, there are alſo many exceſſively 
Rich. Why does not the wealthy Brother ſupport 
the Poor? The Truth is, they muſt be all exceſ- 
fively Rich, and the Laity exceſſively Poor, if 
the Scheme goes on for a courſe of Years. Will 
not this be a Change, a terrible Change in the 
Conſtitution? And who are the Men given to ſuch 
a Change? 

In p. 8. you tell us of the Force of Enthuſiaſm, 
how eaſily Enthuſiaſts are ſeduced, how apr to 
think their Cauſe “ the Cauſe of God, which 
„ allows no Delays, admits of no Reſtraints 
“Times and Places, and Perſons and Things muſt 
& all give way to what the Enthuſiaſt calls the 
& Work of God, Cc.“ All this is very true, 
and what then? Were there no Enthuſiaſts at that 
Time, or fince, but the Sectaries? Your Lordſhip 
muſt know better, and it had been but fair to have 
owned it. Have not many Churchmen been no- 
table Enthuſiaſts, poſſeſſed with very fooliſh and 
very falſe Notions, which they themſelves took — 
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be ſo many divine Truths? Indeed every hot-head- 
ed Man, who takes the Heat in his Head to be 
Religion, is an Enthuſiaſt: Nor did I ever know 
any Party in Religion, eſtabliſhed or not eſtabliſn- 
ed, but what had Enthuſiaſts amongſt them; and 
I have known as vehement Enthuſiaſts in our 
own Church as in any. Whoever places Sanctity 
in Names and Trifles, is an Enthuſiaſt: Whoever 
reverences Sounds, or Poſtures, or Colours, is one: 
Whoever thinks that worldly Power is neceſſary 
to Religion, is one: Whoever would hurt another 
for any religious Opinion, is one, let him call that 
Opinion by as odious Names as he pleaſes, even 
Hereſy or Schiſm, or even Deiſm: Whoever ap- 
plies the Judgments of God to others, that is, 
calls their Misfortunes by the name of divine 
Judgments, is an arrant Enthuſiaſt, if he be in 
earneſt, and worſe if he be not. In ſhort, who- 
ever builds upon Religion any Superſtructure of 
his own, and then contends for it as a real part of 
Religion, is an Enthuſiaſt; as is he who ſees Ho- 
lineſs in things inanimate and irrational, or thinks 
that Holineſs can be conveyed into ſuch, whether 
the ſame be Earth, or Walls, or Garments, or 
Appellations. 

But I hope I need not prove to your Lordſhip 
that there have been Mad-men, that is Enthuſiaſts, 
of the Church, and for the Church, in all Times. 
No Man knows it better than you. Pray what 
was Archbiſhop Laud, Biſhop Coſins, and the 
other Innovators and Perſecutors of this very Time 
about which you now preach? If they were not 
Enthuſiaſts, fierce and raving Enthuſiaſts, they 
were much worſe: and rhe beſt Apology that can 
be made for them, is, that they were ſtark mad. 
Did rhey not contend that all their Forms and 
religious Curioſities, with all their various eccle- 
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ſiaſtical Heraldry, were of divine Right, even 
their Deans and Chapters, even their Chancellors, 
Archdeacons, and even their miſerable Biſhops 
Courts? And did they not make Men {wear 
to this? Did they not frame Oaths with an & 
cetera, that no Man might have a Poſſibility 
for not being Perjured? Did they not make a 
Canon, obliging all the Clergy of Scotland to 
Swear to a Liturgy which was not then made, nor 
till a Year afterwards ? 

Theſe are Changes which in your Harangue 
againſt Men given to Change, you take no notice 
of; though to me they ſeem terrible and impious 
Changes. Theſe are Enthuſiaſts whom you have 
not mentioned, nor ſeem to. have meant. Theſe 
were Enthuſiaſts with Power, formidable Enthu- 
ſiaſts. “ To ſerve God, they trampled upon all 
« the Laws of God and Man“; to uſe your Lord- 
ſhips Words: And I agree with your Lordſhip, 
that it is very afflicting (I cannot fay with you, 
that *tis very ſurprizing; for 'tis too common) 
to ſee what a Frenzy of Enthuſiaſm poor igno- 
“% rant Men have been worked up to, by ſpecious 
% Pretences to a purer Religion, or a more exalted 
« Devotion, through a blind Zeal to advance 
& what they call the Kingdom of Chriſt.” It is 
indeed afflicting, to fee Men ſuch ready Dupes to 
Deluſion and Deluders. Juſt ſuch Enthuſiaſm have 
we all ſcen, juſt ſuch Frenzy raiſed, by a blind 
Zeal for the Church; and 'tis this very Zeal, blind 
indeed, which has more than once filled above 
half the Nation with religious Fury. The very 
Day, my Lord, which you celebrate by this Ser- 
mon, has been abuſed to raiſe thar Fury, abuſed to 
revive and perpetuate religious Rage and Strife. 
I wiſh the Abuſe were ar an end. I muſt again 
uſe your Lordſhips Words, to ſay, That what 
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« makes this the more afflicting, is, that they are 
« worked up to this Madneſs by Men who do not 
ce believe themſeves a word of what they ſay, by 
« Men who are themſelves the vileſt Hypocrites, 
«void of all true Virtue and Religion.“ 

Your Lordſhip proceeds, and ſays, that © When 
« ſuch Men cannot ruin the eſtabliſhed Religion 
ce this way, then they ſet up for zealous Aſſerters 
« of the Rights of Subjects in religious Mat- 
ce ters.” The aſſerting the Right of the Subject 
in religious Matters, is, I hope, no Mark of En- 
thuſiaſm, nor infers that he who does ſo, aims at 
miſleading Enthuſiaſts. This I know well, that 
when Laud and his Followers, then and ſince, 
drove at aggrandizing themſelves, at ſettling ſtrict 
and univerſal Uniformity, that is to ſay, Church 
Tyranny, they ſet up for zealous Aſſerters of the 
Rights of the Crown, and gave it ſuch Rights as 
it never had, at the Expence of the Law, and 
even of the Word of God, upon which they al- 
ways fathered all their moſt impious Inven- 
tions. Their Flattery to the Crown was mon- 
ſtrouſly inſidious and impudent: For, whilſt they 
freely complimented it with the Liberty and Pro- 


perty of the Laity, they were themſelves daily 


undermining it, and robbing it of its moſt valuable 
Prerogatives and Strength. | 

This Obſervation has likewiſe eſcaped your 
Lordſhip, though it was fo very obvious. IF 
Fault was then found with the Teachers of Reli- 
gion, it was not becauſe they taught, bur for what 
they taught, which God knows was faulty and 
wicked enough. What you ſay about crying up 
the Law of Nature (which, by the way, our Sa- 
viour never cried down) and about Infidelity, is 
not applicable to thoſe Times, which claim a very 
different Character; and I fancy yaur Lordſhip 


means 
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means the Times preſent; how juſtly, I ſhall con- 


ider by and by, as alſo how Men contract a Diſ- 
like to the Church and Churchmen. Let me here 


juſt humbly repreſent, that throwing at Random 


the Charge of Infidelity, has ever been a Practice 
too common with thoſe of your Cloth; and ſuch 
of them as have been the loudeſt in that Charge, 
were generally the warmeſt Advocates for Prieſt- 
craft. For, that there has been, and is Prieſtcraft 
in the World, your Lordſhip I preſume will not 
deny. 

There is another Propoſition of yours quite too 
general, and, I doubt, not true; © Thar 
« Men who are of a reſtleſs, turbulent, factious 
« Temper, with reſpect ro Government, are al- 
« ways ready to join in their Complaints againſt 
c the Religion eſtabliſhed, and in their Endea- 
“ yours to ſeduce Men from it.” Your Lordſhip, 
more zealous than cautious in aſſerting juſt what 
ſerves your preſent Purpoſe, forgets that for theſe 
forty Years, ever ſince the Revolution, moſt of 
thoſe who were the molt reſtleſs, the moſt turbu- 
lent, the moſt factious againſt the Government, 
have been noted for rigid Churchmanſhip, diſtin- 
guiſhed by their Attempts to advance the Power 
and Intereſt of the Church. Such were Kin 
William's greateſt Enemies, ſuch the late King's, 
and ſuch the preſent King's. Were not the Mem- 
bers of the famous French League, all Zealots to 
Popery ? So far were they from ſeducing Men 
from it, that they deſtroyed all who were not for 
it. Vet that League was a terrible Faction com- 
bined againſt that Government, all ſtrictly of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, yet bent againſt the eſtabliſn- 
ed Government; and they purſued their wicked 
Ends, not by endeavouring to ruin, but to advance 
and aggrandizc the eſtabliſned Church. 

| Whether 
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Whether © the greateſt Strength of the Go- 
ce yernment ever did, and ever will lie in the Fi- 
ce delity and Affection of the Members of the 
« eſtabliſhed Church,” as your Lordſhip roundly 
affirms, I ſhall now a little conſider: And firſt al- 
low me to ſay, that this is oddly affirmed. It is 
no more than affirming, that as moſt of the Nati- 
on are Members of the eſtabliſhed Church, they 
will be the ſtrongeſt Support of the Government, 
as long as they are faithtul and affectionate to the 
Government. My Lord, have they always been 
ſo? Did the late King find them ſo? And did he 
not find, does not his preſent 1 find, that 
the Diſſenters have been univerſally ſo? My Lord, 
pardon me for ſaying, that it is a wild Aſſertion, 
that Monarchy cannot ſtand without the 
Church? What Proof is there of this, but that 
they once fell together; and it was the 
Church that in Effect pulled down the Monarchy. 
This ſurely is a bad Argument, that the Monar- 
chy is altogether ſupported by the Church. Does 
not our Monarchy ſubſiſt in North Britain, where 
Presbytery is eſtabliſhed ? And do not the Presby- 
terians there, as they, and other Diſſenters do 
here, heartily adhere to our Civil Government; 
when almoſt all the Churchmen there, and too 
many of them here, have been zealous to deſtroy 
it? 

If Presbyterians formerly, and other Diſſenters, 
oppofed the Crown, it was evidently becauſe the 
Crown, miſcounſelled by the Biſhops, oppreſſed 
them, cruelly oppreſſed them; and Oppreſſion will 
make a wiſe Man mad. When they were not op- 
preſſed, they never reſiſted; and have ever been 
ſteady to every Adminiſtration that protected them. 
Can your Lordſhip ſay the ſame of Churchmen? 
Have not Churchmen rebelled, without Provoca- 


tion, 
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tion, or Oppreſſion, or any ill Uſage, merely from 


an intemperate Spirit of Pride and Power? The 
Endleſs Enterprizes of Prelates againſt the Crown 
make a great Part of our Hiſtory: And even long 
ſince the Reformation, the wiſe, candid, and famous 
Father Paul expreſſes great Fear for the Crown of 
England from the Power and Claims of the Bi- 
ſhops: He ſays, © He fees the Horſe bridled and 
c ſaddled, and juſt ready to be mounted by his old 
& Rider.” Even in the pious Reign about which 
vou preach, the Supremacy of the Crown was 
boldly denied by the Clergy ; and Archbiſhop Laud 
had intimidated the Judges from granting Prohibi- 
tions, though the Judges could not, without Per- 
jury, refuſe ſuch Prohibitions. What Regard 
thinks your Lordihip had this great Prelate to Con- 
ſcience, and conſequently to the Salvation of 
Souls, or even to the Monarchy? WhatRegard 
had the Judges, even in this Inſtance, to their 
Oath and Duty? thoſe very Judges of whom you 
ſpeak ſo well, nay ſo kindly? 

How is it, my Lord, that the Church only can 
ſupport the Government? Is it by her Doctrines of 
Obedience? All our Diſſenters profeſs the ſame Do- 
ctrines to Princes that protect them; and have never 
yet falſified their Profeſſions. Can Churchmen boaſt 
as much? Theſe have indeed infatuated ſome of 
our Princes with extravagant Notions of Power 
and Obedience. But did they ever ſtand the 
Trial themſelves? No; none ever reſiſted more 
fiercely; ſometimes without one Blow, or any 
juſt Offence given them. Theſe mad Doctrines 
are therefore not to be relied on: If they had, 
King James II. who weakly truſted to them, 
might have died in his Throne: And in paying 
a juſt and legal Obedience, all Sects amongſt us 
concur. Nor will any Prince who is not as weak 
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s King James, and, like him, deluded by 
Prieſts, truſt to any other Obedience. Were 
the Diſſenters once againſt the King? I have 

iven the Reaſon. Nor does it from thence 
follow, that they are not hearty Friends to the 

Government. The Churchmen were once a- 
gainſt Parliaments; is therefore the Church to 
be charged with being againſt the Govern- 
ment? 

I uſe the word Church in the Senſe which 
you and all the Clergy uſe it; a Senſe which 
has prevailed through Cuſtom, bur is indeed 
ampertinent and unjuſt. For, your Lordſhip 
knows, that the word Church is never uſed either 
in the Old or New Teſtament, to mean the Bi- 
ſhops or Prieſts alone, but generally intends rhe 
whole Aſſembly of the Faithful, and often 
means the People alone without the Prieſt or 
Miniſter. But the Clergy have every where 
uſurped it to themſelves, againſt all Truth, and 
ſerved their own Ends notably by it. 

Your Lordſhip's Reaſoning about Government, 
P. 9. is moſtly true; but the Application is a- 
gain, either quite dropped, or very defectiee 
and partial. You fay it is a very complicated 
Queſtion, What Species of Government is beſt 
for the People, &c.? Without entering into 
this Enquiry, I am convinced that our own is 
the belt for us; namely a King and Parliament, 
the People repreſented, the Laws inviolable, 
and the only Standard of Power and Liberty. 
Now who departed firft from this excellent 
Frame? was it not the King, and the Clergy 
who governed the King? Your Lordſſiip would 
not ſurely have found it a very complicated Que- 
ition, Whether Governors keep or break 1 

aws: 
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Laws? That King Charles did fo, is Fact, and 
a Fact that it would have become your Lord- 
ihip to have owned. You own that Men given 
to Change may urge plauſible things in their 
own behalf, though ſuch a Change is ſure to 
throw things into Confuſion. I ask again, Who 
began the Change? And whether, ſince a Vio- 
lation of the Laws naturally ends in Confuſion, 
and indeed brings it, Oppoſition to ſuch Vio- 
lence, may not produce Order, and hasnot ſome- 
times done it, though not always? That Kin 
had plauſible things ſaid for him and for his ar- 
bitrary Government; his Neceſſities were urg- 
ed; Laws were pretended to juſtify his breach 
| of Law, and he was ſaid to be the Vicegerent 
1 of God whilſt he was acting like a very bad 
11 Man. But about theſe things your Lordſhip is 
0 N 1 intirely ſilent. 


What follows is chiefly haranguing, and 

| may be turned any way, but chiefly againſt 
| that King; though I entirely acquit your Lord- 
li ſhip from intending it. What you fay about 
I Seducers and Inflamers, is alſo too confined. 
| i! It becomes a Spirit of Truth and Peace to ex- 
| pole all Seducers, and all Incendiaries at all 
times: Was King Charles's Reign and Court 
free from them? Was the Church free from 
them? Whilſt we remember the Enthuſiaſm 
and Violence that followed, let us not forget 
the Domination, the Superſtition, and High- 
Church Fanaticiſm that went before, and ſeem 
to have begot and introduced the other. I 
think it manifeſt, that till the Church and the 
Crown had begun a Change, no other Change 
was thought of : And whoever begins any Miſ- 
chief, is, in a great meaſure anſwerable for the 
whole. W hiltk 


e ee e 


he 
gc 
li- 
che 
uit 


137 ] 

Whilſt your Lordſhip was inveighing, with 
becoming Warmth, againſt Inflamers, Inno- 
vators, and the like Pefs of Government, it 
would have been no Digreſſion to have ob- 
ſerved, how much the Martyr's Court was in- 
feſted with ſuch; that more eſpecially Paraſites 
(and the worſt of all, ſpiritual Pirates) were 
the Bane of his Reign, and even of our Con- 
ſtitution; that perhaps one of the greateſt De- 
fects in our Government, has been its Fame- 
neſs in ſuffering the Clergy to preach the Peo- 
ple out of their Liberties; as was their Practice 
during the Reigns of all the STUarrTs. 

Perhaps it were too much to wiſh that you 
had likewiſe warned us, to be upon our guard 
againſt a Body of Men continually purſuing 
ſelfiſh and ſeparate Advantages: Men who have 
ofteh with deceitful Words, ſeduced Princes 
from their Duty, engaged them in Acts of Vio- 
lence, and conſecrated even their Iniquities; 
Men who have ſometimes purſued their Point 
even to Extremity, and to the Subverſion of 
publick Liberty, in order to ſhare with the de- 
luded Prince in his Violence, yet cloaked all 
their unhallowed Doings under the Name of 
the Lord. Who have fo often as they (to uſe 
your Lordſhip's Words) “ been watching for 
a Change, and lain in wait to deceive, and 
to ſeduce the People from the Obedience 
* which both Reaſon and Religion taught 
them to be due to the higher Powers? 
Since there is no knowing where to ſtop, or 
** what Extravagance they may be gradually 
« worked to in following the Seduction of ſuch. 
“ Guides.” —— TI add, Guides, ſuch as Laud. 
and his Brethren, who were never quiet tilt 
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they had © carried things to Extremity, and 
« {ubverted the Conſtitution.” They too, my 
Lord, had their ſpecious Pretences in the midſt 
of their evil Purſuits, and talked of God's true 
Religion, of aſſerting the Rights of the Church 
and Monarchy, of ſuppreſſing Schiſm ; and 
that © they intended nothing, if you would 
« believe them, but the true Service of God 
© and the King.” So that the Sectaries after- 
wards wanted nota Pretence for their pious Cant 
and violent Meaſures. 

There is the more reaſon for reviving theſe 
Truths, (for Truths they are, as certain as any 


in Hiſtory) for that moſt of the Sermons on 


this Occaſion have been nothing elſe but confi- 
dent Apologies for al the notorious Uſurpations 
of the Court and the Clergy; and the Preachers 
generally either boldly defend them, or deny 
them, or are ſilent about them. I could wiſh 
vour Lordſhip had been more candid, and ex- 
plicit upon the ſame Subject. You dwell upon 
the Conſequences of the War, and the Change, 


the violent Change, which it produced, and - 


labour to raiſe the Paſſions of your Hearers and 
Readers againſt one Side only. The Exceſſes, 
the Provocations, the continued Enormities of 
the other Side, which occaſioned the reſt, you 
hardly touch, and when you do, 'tis with a 
centle and palliative Hand. 

My Lord, I who have no Reſerves, and 
love a fair Repreſentation of things, can ſee and 
confels wicked Counſels, Hypocriſy, execrable 
Meaſures, and flagrant Breach of Truſt on both 
Sides: I own that the King and the Clergy had 
hard and cruel Uſage; that he was deſtroyed 
dy a Faction; that the Laws were aboliſhed, and 


2 Ty: 


= XI R 


1 291 


a Tyranny ſet up: But ſtill, from whence are 
we to trace the firſt Cauſe? And did it not be- 
gin from the Court and the Clergy? Hence 
proceeded the firſt Diſtruſt, and Breach of U- 
nion and Confidence between the King and his 
People: Hence aroſe the firſt Averſion to the 
Churchmen: And, as it was the Monarch who 
created a Diſguſt ro Monarchy, it was the in- 
ſolent Spirit of Churchmen that made the 
Church odious. 

Your Lordſhip juſtly deteſts the Murder of 
the King: So do 1. But I likewiſe deteſt the 
Murder of rhe Conſtitution, which he and his 
Counſellors had for many Vears trampled upon, 
and endeavoured to overturn for ever. One of 
the Uſes therefore to be made of the Day, is, 
to expole lawleſs Rule, flattering Counſels, an 
aſpiring and corrupt Prieſthood, with the Dan- 
ger and Sin of violating Publick Truſt, and abu- 
ſing Power. 

Your Lordſhip “ will not ſay that there had 
c been no occaſion given by the Court for Jea- 
& louſies and Fears.” How tenderly ſpoken! 
when the Law was actually preached down, 
when the King's Will was preached up as the 
only Law; when no Man obnoxious to the 
Court had the Benefit of Law; when the Li- 
berties and Properties of all Men were ſubject- 


ed to the Caprice and Paſſion of one. My 


Lord, he had been guilty of as many publick 
Violences as his Son King James was after- 
wards, and continued them much longer. 

\ Your Lordſhip will not fay, that “there was 
not ſufficient Reaſon for Oppoſition in a 
Parliamentary way.” Had he not laid aſide 
Parliaments; laid them aſide for twelve Years 

roge- 
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together? Had he not made it penal even to 
talk of Parliaments? Nor does it at all appear, 
that he ever intended to call another, till the 
Diſtreſſes brought upon him by his wanton. 
Conduct, and by the wiſe Advice of the Bi- 
ſhops, (who involyed him in a War with his 
own People about Words and Forms, and the 
violent Eſtabliſhment of Prelacy in Scotland) 
forced him to it. Nay, I think it apparent, 
that he very carly meditated to rale hke his 


Brother of France; at leaſt, that this bad Spi- 


rit was infuſed into him by his traiterous Coun- 
ſellors, and particularly animated by the Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy. Bur: I avoid, as your 
Lordſhip does, to enter minutely into the Hi- 
{tory of thole unhappy Times, though perhaps 
not for the ſame Reaſon. I only ask your 
Lordſhip, ſuppoſe he had never called a Par- 
lament, What would have been the adviſeable 
Remedy, what the Method of Oppoſition 

then? | 
You ſay, © that whatever wrong Meaſures 
© had been taken, which might endanger the 
% Liberties of the Subject“ (my Lord, this 
very ſoft Language no wiſe repreſents the Ex- 
ceſſes of that Reign) © what was moſt offen- 
ce five of that kind” (ſtill very tender) was 
© by the Advice of his Council, Sc.“ 80 
were the worlt of King James's Meaſures 
ſo are the Meaſures of the Great Turk,. and of 
every Tyrant and Uſurper in the World. It 
is too true that the worit Kings, the greateſt 
Oppreſſors, will ever find complaiſant and of- 
ficious Counſellors, and the moſt wicked Mea- 
ſures find Parricides to defend them. Had nor 
Nero, had not Caligula, Miniſters and Inſtru- 
ments, 
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ments, as barbarous as themſelves, to juſtify all 
their Barbarities, and even to adviſe and inſpire 
them? Have not all the moſt bloody Tyrants 
that ever plagued and afflicted Men, found 
ſuch impious Counſellors and Defenders? In- 
deed, had there never been any ſuch wicked 
Adviſers and Inſtruments, there never could 

have been ſuch miſchievous and pernicious 

Princes. | 

You add (very ſurprizingly) “ with the 
“ Concurrence of his Judges, Judges in gene- 
“ral of good Character, and well eſteemed in 
their Profeſſion.” I cannot help thinking 
that this Account is extremely amazing from 
your Lordſhip. My Lord, they were publick 
Traitors, Enemies to their Country, the Hire- 
lings of Power, Wretches who ſanctified by 
the Name of Law, as many of the Clergy 
did by the name of Chriit, the moſt compli- 
cated Wickedneſs under the Sun, that of over- 
turning all Laws human and divine, and of en- 
ſlaving a whole People. It avails not what Suf- 
ficiency they had in the Knowledge of the 
Law, farther than to condemn them; nor does 
it avail what has been ſaid to their Advantage, 
nor what your Lordſhip ſays, ſince Facts the 
moſt notorious contradict it. Will your Lord- 
ſhip fay thus much of King 7ames's Judges? 
And did King James's Judges go greater 
> Lengths to legitimate lawleſs Power and Op- 
preſſion? Amongſt them too there were able 
Men; they were therefore the more inexcuſa- 
ble. The truth is, both theſe Princes ſeem to 
have conſidered their Judges as the Machines 
and Champions of Uſurpation, as the — 
3 | 
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ed Inſtruments of cancelling Law by Chi- 
canery. 

What your Lordſhip labours next, is to 
vindicate the Sincerity of the King's Intenti- 
ons in his Declarations and Conceſſions, © to 
„ govern for the future by the known Laws 
&« of the Land, and to maintain the juſt Rights 
“and Privileges of Parliaments.” I have al- 
ready taken ſome Notice how ſincere he was, 
and how much his Actions contradicted his De- 
clarations. He had already contradicted over 


and over, all his Profeſſions to former Parlia- 


ments; he had manifeſted ſuch an Affection for 
lawleſs Power, and ſuch a ſettled Intention to 
introduce it, ſuch a Fondneſs for the Promoters 
of it, and ſuch Diſlike of all other Men and 
Meaſures; that it was no wonder his laſt Par- 
liament was loth to truſt him, and for guard- 
ing themſelves with all poſhble Securities a- 

ainſt a Relapſe into their former Bondage : And 
I doubt his Readineſs in his Conceſſions, was 
no proof of a Purpoſe to obſerve them. They 
{till remembered how wantonly he had broke 
his Coronation Oath, the Bill of Rights, and 
all the Ties of Law, ſeized their Properties, and 
impriſoned their Perſons. And all his Compli- 
ance ſeemed only the Effect of Diſtreſs, all his 
other Reſources having failed him; nor had he 
Recourſe to Parliament, till Violence, and 
Power, and Stratagems, and every Scheme of 
Support from any other Quarter, had miſcar- 
ried; and he conformed to old ways, when 
new would no longer do. 

This ſeemed to be the Opinion of the Par- 
hament, and this the Ground of their Diſtruſt. 
They remembered his Profeſſions to 2 

ar- 
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Parliaments, and how little his Actions had 
correſponded with theſe his Profeſſions; how 
he had inſulted Parliaments when he thought 
he could ſubſiſt, however lawleflly, without 
them; how wantonly he had diſſolved them, 
how barbarouſly he had uſed their Perſons after 
ſuch Diffolution, a Diſſolution called by my 
Lord Clarendon, unreaſonable, unskilful, and pre- 
cipitate. Theſe Jealouſies, my Lord, poſſeſſed 
the whole Parliament, at leaſt a great Majority 
and ſome concurring Accidents terribly heigh- 
tened them, particularly his ſuppoſed tampering 
with the Army in the Vorth, and the IJriſb Mai- 
ſacre. Yet amongſt all theſe Alarms, which your 
Lordſhip muſt allow to have had great Weight, 
there ſeems not the leaſt View (I think 'ris 
Plain there was not) in that Aſſembly, to aho- 
liſh the Monarchy, or to introduce a new Go- 
yernment. It was compoſed of many great and 
able Men, who all concurred in putting Re- 
ſtraints upon the King, ſuch as he might not 
be able to break through. What Events fol- 
lowed no Man then foreſaw, or could foreſee. 
A War enſued, and on both Sides there appear- 
ed conſiderable Men. . a 
Yet the Great Men who adhered to the 
King, though they thought the Parliament 
too violent, ſeem to have had no Confidence 
in him, that he meant well to the Conſtitu- 
tion: and it was probably owing to ſuch their 
diſtruſt of his Humour and Deſigns, that after 
the Battel of Edge-bill, where he had the Ad- 
vantage on his {1de, they did not proceed to 
London, where he might have had a Chance for 
being Maſter. They who gave him good 
Counſel at Oxford, found but cold Counte- 
: E nance 
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nance there, and ſome of them were diſgraced ? 
Nor could he ever prevail upon the Members 
whom he had drawn thither, and called his 
Parliament, to declare the Parliament at Weſt- 
zninſter Rebels, though this was a Point which 


he had much at Heart, and laboured hard, and 


complained heavily of his Diſappointment, nay, 
reviled them by the Name of his Mungril Par- 
liament. The Fate of the excellent Lord Falt- 
laps, his principal Secretary of State, deſerves 
notice, and ſeems to have proceeded from his 
utter deſpair of ſeeing a good Iſſue from either 
Side. And, if I remember right, it appears 
even from my Lord Clarendon, that the Con- 
ceſſions which the King made procceded from 
no Purpoſe to obſerve them. 

What your Lordſhip ſays of the King's 
Adherents, is not concluſive. If they were of 
the Nobility and Gentry, and Men of Fortune 
ſo were thoſe of the other Side, eſpecially till 
the Army deſperately and wickedly aſſumed the 
Government to themſelves. What followed 
was indeed infamous and horrible, the Murder 
of the King, and a Military Government. 
Cromwel was a notorious Hypocrite and Uſur- 
per, and richly deſerved the Fate which he made 
the King ſuffer. 

Your Lordſhip: ſeems likewiſe to fail in the 
laſt Proof which you offer of the King's Sin- 
cerity and good Intentions, namely, his Chri- 
ſtian Fortitude at his Death. 

My Lord, this Reaſoning will juſtify thoſe 
who doomed him to die. Did not the Re- 
gicides meet Death with great Intrepiduy, 
{ome of them with Raptures? Do not almoſt 


all Enthuſiaſts die ſo, even the moſt criminal 
2 and 
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and bloody, even Traitors and Aſſaſſins? I 
think the Goodneſs of his Intentions had been 
more clear, had he fairly owned the many 
ee Iniquities of his Reign, his Oppret- 
ions and arbitrary Rule. But we ſee in this, 
as in other Inſtances, the great Partiality of 
Men to themſelves and their own Actions, 
and how little their Opinion ought to weigh in 
ſuch Caſes. Cardinal Richlieu, who had done 
a thouſand Acts of Violence and Injuliice, 
faw at his Death no Guilt in any part of his 
Life, eſpecially as a Miniſter. D1d not the 
Earl of S:rafford, who had been à great Op- 
preſſor of Publik Liberty, and of his Coun- 
try: Did not Archbiſhop Laud, a hot headed 
Monk, who had cauſed ſo much Violence 
and Confuſion, both die with clear Conſcien- 
ces? Nay, did not Gortæ, Baron Gortz, the 
moſt barbarous Villain that ever conalelied 
or ſerved a Prince, he who had ſerved his 
Maſter the late King of Sweden in the mote 
mercileſs Meaſures, and indeed adviſed them 
go to. his Execution, not only without any 
Reproach from his own Heart, but even prai- 
ſing himſelf? Theſe wicked Men valucd them- 
ſelves upon their Loyalty to their Prince. Bur 
execrable and infamous and inconſiſtent is that 

Loyalty which miſleads Princes, and ruins their 
People. 

75 your Vindication of the King's Adherents, 
your Lordſhip is again too looſe, and you ay 
many things at random. | 

To what you ſay againſt Cromwel, and again! 
the Violence and Hypocriſy of his Agents, 

have no Objection; only that the Style ſcems 
not to reſemble that of a Sermon. I ſhould 
5+ + ns however 
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however have thought you impartial, had you 
ſhewn the like Warmth againſt the firſt Au- 
thors of our Confuſions. Some of your Lan- 
guage is applicable enough to the latter; 
“ There was ſo much Injuſtice, Violence and 
% Oppreſſion; ſo much Arbitrarineſs and Cru- 
&« elty in their Proceedings, accompanied with 
ce the vileſt Hypocriſy and Falſhood.” For 
Law and Religion, my Lord, were {till pre- 
tended by Laud and his Faction, even whilſt 
they were oppreſſing Juſtice and Conſcience. 

'You juſt confeſs, That © the indiſoreet Zeal 
& of the Friends of the Church, and the Se- 
“ verity with which they preſſed a Compliance 
«© in Things indifferent, or of ſmall Conſe- 
& quence, upon Perſons of different Perſuaſi- 
ons, whoſe Averſion to a Compliance increa- 
& fed in proportion to the Zeal with which it 
&© was preſſed, prepared Fuel for that unhappy 
& Fire.” This is mentioned in a very tempe- 
rate Stile, though as proper a Topick as any 1n 
your Sermon, to hove been opened and ex- 
plained with Warmth and Indignation. My 
Lord, do theſe tew cold Words make a pro- 
per Picture of that Violent and Arbitrary 
Time? What your Lordſhip thinks, I know 
not; nor do you perhaps care what I think 
about it. Let us leave it to our impartial 
Rcaders. 

I have before anſwered what you repeat and 
dwell upon; namely, that the King could not 
have fallen, had the Church ſtood. 

You ſay, that they who ruined the Church, 
had for their Pretence pure Religion, and a 
further Reformation. Had there no ground 
been furniſhed for ſuch a Pretence? Was there 

| | no 
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no need of ſome Reformation, when the Cler- 
gy were (very many of them) going back eve- 
ry Day to Popery, and ruining all their Bre- 
thren who would not go back with them? 
Were they not daily introducing Popery, the 
moſt dreadful part of Popery, its terrible Pow- 
er, its vindictive and untolerating Spirit? Per- 
haps they meant not to reſtore the Pope: But 
the Superſtition of Popery was increaſing every 
Day, as alſo the Pomp of Popery, with Perſe- 
cution, the moſt dreadful Engine of Popery. 
Archbiſhop Laud was already affecting the Ti- 
tle of Holineſe, and moſt holy Father. The 
Books of Papiſts were licenſed by his Chap- 
lains, or approved by himſelf: New Books a- 
gainſt Popery, were by him forbid to be print- 
ed; ſome ſuch already printed were called in: 
Paſſages againſt Popery were ſtruck out in o- 
thers. The beſt Proteſtant Books of long 
Standing, and formerly publiſhed by Authority, 
were not ſuffered to be reprinted, not even 
Fox's famous Acts and Monuments, a Common- 
place Book to Proteſtants of their Sufferings 
and Burnings under Queen Mary, and of the 
Popiſh Cruelties then and before. The very 
Practice of Piety, a Proteſtant Book, which had 
gone through ſix and thirty Editions, was not 
permitted to be reprinted. Biſhop re put 
this extraordinary Article amongſt thoſe of his 
Viſitation, „ That the Church-wardens in 
c every Pariſh of his Dioceſe, ſhould enquire 
«© whether any Perſons preſumed to talk of Re- 
“ ligion at their Tables, or in their Families.“ 
It was made one of the Articles againſt Biſhop 
Williams, that he had ſaid, He did not allow 
« the Priſts to Jeer, nor to make Invectives 

« againſt 
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againſt the People.” It was another Article 


againſt him, Thar he had wickedly jeſted on 
« St. Martin's Hood: And it was another Ar- 


ticle againſt him, That he had ſaid, that the 
« People are God's and the King's, and not the 


Prieſt's People; though for this he quoted 
a national Council. Poor Gillebrand an Alma= 
nack- maker, was proſecuted by the Archbiſhop 
in the High Commiſſion Court, for leaving the 
Names of the old Popiſh Saints out of his Ca- 
lendar, and inſerting in their Room, the Names 
of the Proteſtant Martyrs. Biſhop Cofins of 
Durham, cauſed three hundred Wax- candles to 
be lighted up in the Church on Candlemas-day 
in honour of our Lady: He forbad any Pſalms 
to be ſung before or after Sermon, bur inſtead 
of Palms, an Anthem in Praiſe of the three 
Kings of Coley. He declared in the Pulpit, 
that when our Reformers aboliſhed the Maſs, 
they took away all good Order. He faid that 
the King had no more Power over the Church, 
than the Boy that rubbed his Horſe's Heels. 
For the Clergy had then aſſumed to themſelves 
the Regal Supremacy; and as the Crown had 
taken it from the Pope, who had uſurped it, 
they had uſurped it now from the Crown, to 
the Diſgrace of the King, the Subverſion of 
the Conſtitution, and to their own Shame, and 
even Perjury. 

To all this, which your Lordſhip's Silence 
has given me Occaſion to ſay on this Head, 

ive me Leave to add the unqueſtionable Te- 
13 of the judicious and excellent Lord 
Falkland, in his Speech concerning the Bi- 
ſhops and their Adherents. It ſeemed, ſays 
< he, their Work to try how much of a _ 

pi 
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« viſt might be brought in without Popery, 
0 pil to destroy as mach as they could of the 
“ Goſpel, without bringing themſelves into 
6“ danger of being deſtroyed by the Law. 
6 Some of them have ſo induſtriouſly la- 
& boured to deduce themſelves from Rome, 


cc 


that they have given great Suſpicion, that in 
on 


Gratirude they defire to return thither, or 
& at leaſt to meet it half way. Some have 
« eyidently laboured to bring in an Engliſh, 
“ though not a Roman Popery: I mean nor 


„ only the Outſide and Dreſs of it, but, 


& equally abſolute, a blind Dependance of 
«© the People upon the Clergy, and of the 
* Clergy upon themſelves; and have oppoſed 
& the Papacy beyond the Sea, that they might 
& ſettle one beyond the Water, (namely, at 
& Lambeth.) Nay, common Fame is more 
& than ordinarily falſe, if none of them have 
& found a way to reconcile the Opinions of 
& Rome to the Preferments of England; and be 
& ſo abſolutely, directly, and cordially Papiſts, 
ce that it is all that Fifteen hundred Pòunds a 
& Year can do to keep them from confeſling it. 
He had ſaid juſt before, that © they had 
&« firſt depreſſed preaching to their Power, and 
e next laboured to make it ſuch, as the Harm 
c had not been much, if it had been depreſſed : 
The moſt frequent Subjects, even in the 
ce moſt ſacred Auditories, being the divine Right 
« of Biſhops and Tithes, the Sacredneſs of the 
« Clergy, the Sacrilege of Impropriations, the 
&« Demoliſhing of Puritaniſm and Property, the 
« building the Prerogative at St. Paul's; the In- 
ce troduction of ſuch Doctrines, as admitting 
„them true, the Truth would not —_ 
: the 
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ec the Scandal; or of ſuch that were ſo falſe, 


ce that, as Sir Thomas Moore ſaid of the Caſu- 
&« iſts, but to inform them how near they might 
&« approach to Siu, without finuing.”” 

What thinks your Lordſhip of this Picture 
of thoſe Clergy ? Is it not ſuch as ſeemed to 
call for a real Reformation, and was not the 


Pretence of ſuch as did fo well warranted? 


Your Lordſhip takes Notice of the Confu- 
fions which followed tht King's Death, as the 
juſt Judgment of God for it. My Lord, this 


of God's Judgments, is a Subject infinitely nice 


and tender, and ought to be warily touched: 
Nor can I help thinking: that you Clergymen 

enerally do it too boldly, and even very par- 
tially. Judgments are very apt to purſue and 
overtake your Enemies, but you are not apt to 
ſee any befalling your ſelves. The Evils that 
fall to your Lot, have generally another Name, 
and are only Misfortunes; but if they happen 
to thoſe that you diſlike, they are Judgments. 
Pray,,my Lord, what Rule have you in this 
Caſe to diſtinguiſh by? I know none; unleſs 
he who only ſends Judgments, and only can 
tell what are Judgments, would inform you. 
Where he does not inform you, it is at leaſt 

reat Raſhneſs, and I think very wicked, to 
call any Calamity befalling bthers, how- 
ever terrible it be, by the awful Name of a 
Judgment. It is repreſenting them as Enemies 
ro God, and therefore expoſing them to the 
Abhorrence of Men. 

Divine Judgments have always been the To- 
pick of pious Impoſtors, who part not readily 
with any Topick of Deluſion; and therefore I 

am 
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am ſurprized to fee your Lordſhip fall into the 
ſame. Strain. 

Was the unſettled State of the Nation a 
Judgment upon it for the Murder of the King? 
And were his Misfortunes and Fate no Judg- 
ment upon him, for having abuſed his Truſt, 
and oppreſſed the Nation? But why ſhould the 
Nation ſuffer for a Fact, which almoſt the 
whole Nation abhorred? And why did nor this 
Judgment reach thoſe who committed it, and 
who remained the only Men of Power and Pro- 
ſperity after it? Why, particularly, ſhould the 
Church continue caſt down, forlorn and di- 
ſtreſſed, for an Iniquity abhorred by her, and 
perpetrated by her Enemies? Or had the Church 
never, by any Acts of Wantonneſs and Inju- 
ſtice formerly, merited ſuch a Viſitation as 
might be deemed a Judgment? But why ſhould 
I, if I fin not with another, bur avoid and de- 
reſt ſinning, ſuffer for what he does? And why 
ſhould he, who is guilty, not ſuffer, or ſuffer 
leſs than 1? Surely this Reaſoning cannot be 
ſound Divinity, fince *tis thus againſt all Lo- 

ick and Senſe. 

Your Lordſhip muſt needs know that it is 
the way of Parties, to throw Judgments at one 
another, with equal Bitterneſs, and equal Folly. 
Whatever happens well to one Side, is a Bleſ- 
ſing; whatever happens ill ro the other, is a 
Curſe. To us Evil is a Chaſtiſement, to others 
"tis a Judgment; and juſt ſo ſay others of us, 
and of themſelves. Is there any Misfortune or 
Miſchief incident to ill Men, from which the 
Good are exempt? Are there any worldly Feli- 
cities attending the Righteous, in which the 


Wicked haye no Share, or not an equal __ 
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If it be ſaid, that their being wicked is Judg- 
ment enough; this Argument, beſides that it 
ſeems to make God the Author of thcir 
Wickedneſs, is a Confeſſion that what they ſuf- 
fer in common with others, cannot be called a 
Judgment. 

There is no end of expoſing this pious Ab- 
ſurdity, though it be eaſily done; nor yet in 
reviving it upon every Occaſion. The beſt 
that can be ſaid for it is bad enough; namely, 
that like other Falſhoods, it ſerves the Tarn of 
angry and intereſted Men; it ſtartles and con- 
vinces Bigots; it teaches Men Ignorance, and 
to hate one another; and it contributes to per- 
petuate Party for ever. — A Turn becoming 
an Incendiary and Deceiver, but not a Meſſen- 
ger of Truth and Peace. It is therefore very 
unworthy of your Lordſhip: And, I dare ſay, 
upon Reflection you will condemn it. 

Your Aſſertion, That the Judgments of 
Gad for great Sins may hang over a Nation 
* for many Generations,” is a very bold one, 
and admits of the ſame Confutation. How 
hang over a Nation? What! over the Earth, 
and Stones, and Buildings? This your Lordſhip 
ſurely will not ſay, though things equally ab- 
ſurd are often ſaid by ſome of your Order; and 
Dr. Tyebeck aſſerts in Print, that in Places con- 
ſecrated there is an inherent Holineſs. Such 


Judgments therefore muſt hang over the People 


only. But ſuppoſe another People may have 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Land? Muſt that new 
People, who came from another Climate, be 
alſo viſited? If fo, they might as well have ſut- 
fered in their former Habitations as in their new 
Settlement: and then all the Nations 1 

ni- 


. 
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Univerſe may ſuffer for what is done wickedly 
by, or even in any one of them. Bur if new 
Comers are not to ſuffer for the Iniquities of 
the former People, why mult this Generation, 
nay, every ſucceeding Generation, be chaſtiſed 
for ho Sins of the Dead, for whom they are 


no more anſwerable than the wild Indians are 
for the Oppreſſions of the Turks, no more than 
the Pope of Rome is anſwerable for the Sins of 
Romulus? As for ſinning ex poſt faclo, it is a 
Diſtinction which would involve every Man in 
the Errors of every Man throughout the World. 
May not a Man, without ſinning, approve what 
really was a Sin in him that committed it? He 
may approve it through Miſinformation about 
particular Circumſtances, or from want of right 
Diſcernment ; neither of which is a Sin. 

In conſequence of your way of Reaſoning, 
you muſt make all the modern and late Clergy, 
who approve Laud's violent Doinps, guilty of 
Laud's Tranſgreſſions Nay, all the furure 
Clergy of this Spirit, mutt be thus wicked and 
guilty. As a farther Conſequence of this ſort 
of Doctrine, I (hould not wonder to — your 
Lordſhip congratulating all good Churchmen, 
and Lovers of King Charles I. and his Cauſe, 
upon the Bleſſing derived to them from the Me- 
rits of his Life and Cauſe. According to the 
Rule of juſt Diſtribution, if ſome are ſtill 
curled for him, why not others bleſſed for him? 

The next Topick of your Eloquence is, the 
Dread ſtill remaining from the old Republican 
Spirit, which brought that King to the Block, 
Upon this you raiſe Terrors, and aſſert, with 
your uſual Strength of Style: “ All Places, you 
« ſay, are filled with looſe Books, which tend 
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© to nothing but to deſtroy all Principles, and 
“ ſet Men free from all Government — Re- 
© publican Principles are as induſtriouſly pro- 
“ pagated now, as they were then, and to the 
4 {fame Ends; to introduce a Change of Go- 
© vernment; and in order to that, to weaken 
« ir, by weakening firſt the Influences of 
“ Religion, and introducing Infidelity ; Which 
& Attempts come chiefly from the Republican 
& Quarter now, as they did then.” And you quote 
Dr. Burnet, who ſays, Many of the Republicans 
began to profeſs Deiſm, and almoſt all of them 
were for deſtroying all Clergymen, pulling down 
Churches, diſcharging Tithes, and for leaving Re- 
ligion without either Encouragement or Reſtraint. 
To begin with the laſt: My Lord, a pro- 
fligate Clergy has often tempted Men to disbe- 
lieve Religion, whilſt they notoriouſly contra- 
dicted it in their Actions, though they loudly 
profeſſed it with their Lips — I know nor bur 
that very Time might have unſettled the Belief 
of ſome, and diſpoſed them to Deiſm. They 
had ſcen a domineering Epiſcopal Church de- 
moliſhed; a Presbyterian Church, equally do- 
mincering, raiſed in its room: Both profeſſing 
great Holineſs, even to be the Oracles of God; 
both rapacious and inſatiable; mercileſs to all 


that differed from them, Tyrants to all who 


ſubmitted to them; hypocritically ee we, 
the World, and confidently graſping after all 
the Power and Grandeur in it; deriving all 
their Wealth and Power from the ſimple Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, who diſclaimed all Power and 
Wealth for himſelf, and bequeathed them none, 
but left his Example and Precepts to all Men 
indiſſerently, as well as to them. They — 

een 
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ſeen Preachers of the Goſpel, who never preach- 


ed it, but rioted by the Name and Pretence of 
it; or, if they preached at all, preached up 
themſelves: They had ſeen Explainers of the 
Scripture, who never could agree in explaining 
it, yet obtruding their contradictory Explana- 
tions upon all others: They had ſeen Miniſters 
who had been perſecuted, as ſoon as they had 
Power, perſecuting others; ſeen others, who 
had been Perſecutors, complain of Perſecution; 
and both ſorts ever accommodating their Do- 
ctrines to their own Views and Paſſions, and 
to the Views and Paſſions of ſuch as they 
were diſpoſed to flatter; both ſorts indifferent, 
or rather Enemies to publick and equal Liberty; 
ever indeed contending for it to themſelves 
when others oppreſſed them; ever deny ing it 
to ſuch as they had a mind to oppreſs; father- 
ing all their Doctrines, all their Whims, how- 
ever ſelfiſh, wicked, or fooliſh, upon the Fa- 
ther of Wiſdom, of Mercy, and of Truth; 
pretending to have the Call, and peaceful Gui- 
dance of the Holy Ghoſt, yet ſwayed by the 
worſt and moſt hoſtile Paſſions, talking of Chri- 
ſtian Meekneſs, and the Forgiveneſs of Ene- 
mies; indulging Fury and Vengeance upon eve- 
ry Offence or Contradiction; calling themſelves 
Ambaſſadors of Peace, nay, Succeſſors to the 
Apoſtles; ſowing Strife, and doing nothing like 
the Apoſtles, nay, every thing unlike the Apo- 
ſtles ; ſtill boaſting that God was with them, 
and that the Gates of Hell could not prevail 
againſt them, yet frightened at every Breath of 

Oppoſition. 
I ſay, ſome Men ſeeing all theſe monſtrous 
Inconſiſtencies, and how ſmall Reliance there 
Was 
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was upon the Veracity or Reaſoning of any 
Sett of Churchmen, might be tempted to 
think that there was nothing in Religion, be- 
cauſe they perceived that the ſeveral Bands of 
Eccleſiaſticks had turned Religion into a Farce 
and a Market, and profeſſed what they ſeemed 
not to believe. Others too might be good 
. Chriſtians, yet join with no Society of Chri- 
ſtians, like Grotius and ſome others. 

Or perhaps after all, there were then no 
Deiſts, or ſigns of Deiſm; but that this Charge 
was invented by Prieſts and Bigots, who are 
always notoriouſly addicted to forge Falſhoods 
and Calumny againſt thoſe who differ from them 
in their Dreams and Forms. Nor indeed does 
Infidelity appear to have been the Turn of thoſe 
Times, bur rather a Humour quite oppoſite, 
that of Enthuſiaſm, and of falſe and auſtere 
Holineſs, I know but of one Writer then, 
who was generally ſuſpected of Infidelity, and 
that was Mr. Hobbes; no Republican, your 
Lordſhip well knows, but an Advocate for 
Monarchy without Bounds. Atheiſm came not 
in, at leaſt with any Countenance or Force, 
till the Reſtoration. Then it prevailed and grew 
faſhionable, and whatever or whoever had the 
look of Seriouſneſs and Sobriety, grew an Ob- 
ject of Reproach and Ridicule: all kinds of De- 
e grew common; Lewdnels and Riot 
overſpread the whole Land. So little was Vice 
ſuppreſſed or Virtue promoted by the Re- eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church: Nay, many of the 
Clergy behaved themſelves ſcandalouſly ; and 
according to the ſame Dr. Burnet, Sheldon the 
Archbiſhop, (though a zealous Champion for 


the Rights and Powers of the Church) & ſeemed 
© not 
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& not to have had a deep Senſe of Religion, 
&« if any at all, and ſpoke of it moſt commonly 
& as of an Engine of Government, and as mat- 
ce ter of Policy.” Even before the Reſtoration, 
impious Opinions and Sallies of Blaſphemy were 
grown common amongſt the Cavaliers, who 
were wont, eſpecially in their Cups, to revile 
Almighty God for his Partiality to the Sectaries, 
and for deſerting the King and the Church. 
The Account which the Biſhop gives of the 
Vileneſs, the Bitterneſs, the Barbarity, the De- 
bauchery of the Clergy after the Reftoration, is . 
aſtoniſhing, and would be incredible, if the Facts 
were not known to be true. 

My Lord, you will not ſurely fay that ſuch 
an open Diſſolution of Manners, and ſuch La- 
titudinarian Principles were promoted in that 
Reign, in order to raiſe a Republican Spirir. 
Far different was the Deſign, even to introduce 
Popery and Slavery, when both the King and 
the High-Churchmen were aiming too openly 
at Power without Controul; and nothing could 
poſſibly have kept alive a Republican Spirit (a 
Spirit which had grown odious to the whole 
Nation, by the late Tyranny exerciſed under 
the Name of the Commonwealth) I ſay nothing 
could poſſibly keep alive ſuch a Spirit, but the 
apparent ill Deſigns and violent Meaſures of 
the Court and the Clergy. Men who are op- 
preſſed, or who foreſee inevitable Oppreſſion, 
will be naturally thinking of the Means of Se- 
curity and Eſcape. But when they are well 
and equally protected, when the Laws are in- 
violable, and Property ſecure, no general or 
violent Change is to be apprehended, eſpecially 
where the Title to the Crown is unconteſted. 


Nor 
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Nor do I remember that a Commonwealth was 
ever thought of in England, or any Diſlike con- 
ceived againſt the Goyernment, or any Subver- 
ſion of the Church intended, till ſome of our Mo- 
narchs had rendered Monarchy diſtaſteful; and 
the Church, like the Monarchy, when through 
the Pride and Fury of the Biſhops it was be- 
come terrible, became likewiſe odious. 

It was this which firſt occaſioned the Noti- 
on and Propoſal of introducing a Common- 
wealth, which yet never was ſettled, nor ever 
can be ſettled in England. Even the Tyranny 
of- 1 Themes the Second, (to ſay nothing fur- 
ther of his Brother's wild and unhallowed Reign) 
as provoking and recent as it was, did not pro- 
duce any Effort for a Commonwealth. I do 
not remember that the Word was once menti- 
oned in either Houſe, upon their Convention 


and if it was mentioned at all elſewhere, it was 


only in Whiſpers, by two or three Viſionaries, 
who were not regarded, and had no Party. 

A Commonwealth in England will never be 
other than a Dream, exiſting only in crazy 
Heads; all Men of common Senſe know thar 
we enjoy more Liberty, more equal Protection 
under our own legal Monarchy, as 'tis admini- 
ſtred by His Majeſty, than we could in any 
Commonwealth exiſting, or that ever did exill, 
Neither did I ever find that there was, nor do 
I believe that there is, one reaſonable Man in His 
Dominions, that thinks ſuch a Change either 
eligible or poſſible. This I ſpeak in the Sincerity, 
and from the Conviction of my Heart. 

It is therefore highly blameable in any one, 
much more ſo in one of your Lordſhip's great 


Station and Credit, to raiſe publick a: 
[ an 
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and to endeayour to infuſe Fears into His Ma- 
jeſty's Breaſt, of Principles that no where ap- 
pear, and of a Party that, from my Soul I think, 
do not exiſt. , This is as unjuſt, as it would be 
to raiſe in his People a Dread of His Majeſty ; 
nor can there be a greater Crime than publiſh- 
5 Terrors and Tales, tending to break the Con- 

ence between King and People. Juſt ſuch 
1 endency had the old Cry, about the Danger 
of the Church; a popular Alarm then calculated 
only to frighten Prince and People, and big 
with Miſchief and Falſhood. This falſe Ter- 
ror, and Party: Word, your Lordſhip has finely 
expoſed, in a Sermon of yours when you were 
Dean of Worceſter. I am ſorry to find your 
Courage ſmaller now, when your Church Emo- 
laments are much larger. 

Your Lordſhip knows, that that Cry of the 
Church's Danger, was accompanied with ano- 
ther, equally bold and abſurd, the Danger of 4 
Commonwealth. My Lord, you likewiſe know, 
vho they were who raiſed and promoted thoſe 
wild Alarms, what violent Effects they had, 
and what farther Effects they were like to 
have had. Nor will you, I preſume, ſay, 
that what evidently endangered the State and 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion then, will ſerve either 
now. 

My Lord, where are theſe Republicans? 
For myſelf, I know. none; I proteſt ſolemnly 
to your Lordſhip, I know none; none who 
are for a Commonwealth, or any other Change 
of Government, except the Jacobites. Where 
too are thoſe looſe Books, which tend to deſtroy 
all. Principles, and ſet Men free from all Govern- 
ments? Looſe Books are certainly puniſh- 
able, and have been puniſhed. For Iewd and 

G obſcene 
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obſcene Books Men have been impriſoned and 
pilloried. For Books which have treated Re- 
ligion with Indecency, Men have been im- 
priſoned and fined; though ſome of the Au- 


thors ſeemed crazy, and fitter for Bedlam, than 


a Goal. | 
W hat other Books your Lordſhip means, I 
cannot be ſure. I can by no Means ſup- 
pole that you would thus revile Books which 
ou cannot anſwer; Books which profeſs to 
combat Falſhood, Impoſture, and falſe Rea- 
ſoning; Books which aſſert the natural and 


legal Rights of Men againſt ſuch as would 


allow Liberty to none but themſelves, and 
claim as their Right what neither God, nor 
Nature, nor Law, ever gave them. Looſe 
Books, methinks, ſhould eaſily anſwered 
and refuted; and ſo many thouſand Clergy- 
men, with their ſuperior Piety and Learning, 
be an over-match for all the looſe Writers in 
the World. 

Looſe Books, I doubt, there ever will be in 


the World; eſpecially in free Countries, where 


there is no way of preventing them but by the ut- 
ter Extinction of Liberty: Nor will even this 
prevent them, though it be a Price too dear for 
filencing fooliſh and profane Writers. In Taly 
and Spain, where none write bur the Clergy, 
or by their Permiſſion, there are many looſe 
and profane Books. Nor can there be looſer, 
or more pernicious, not to fay blaſphemous 
Books upon the Earth, than fach as com- 
pliment the Clergy with Powers cqual to thoſe 
of the Deity; make them Gods upon Earth, 
and aſſert their Authority even to Damn and 
to Save; to diſpoſe of the other World, and 

| conſe- 
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conſequently of this. I know not whether 
open Syſtems of Atheiſm were not leſs hurtful ; 
4 fince it is leſs Indignity to the Deity, to ſup- 
poſe him not to exiſt, than to ſuppoſe him 
the Author of ſuch Fooleries and Barbaritics as 
the Clergy there impiouſly father upon him. 
Your Lordſhip knows what Plutarch lays up- 
on this Subject z it has been always applauded, 
never confured. 

My Lord, it cannot ſurprize your Lordſhip 
to be told, that the Clergy almoſt in all Coun- 
tries, have written more looſe Books than any 
other Sett of Men upon Earth; that even in 
England they have done fo. Let me quote 
you the Authority of a Reverend Doctor for 
what I ſay; nay, from a Speech of his to his 
Brethren the Clergy in Convocation, even when 
they were cenſuring looſe Books. With 
„ what Face, Mr. Prolocutor, ſays he, or with 
& what Conſcience, can we offer to complain of 
& the Licentiouſneſs taken by Lay Wricers, 
„and yet connive at the like Offences given 
& by the Miniſters of our Church: I doubt, 
ç greater Offences? For, if all the ill Books 
& againſt Religion, Scriptures, Laws of ihis 
« Land, and Conſtitution of this Church, were 
e here packed up together, I would underiake 
eto pick out the worſt of them, by points 
“at thoſe written by Clergymen, even of tig 
% molt profane Drollery, as well as the moſt 
“ ſerious Hereſy.” 

Your Lordſhip cannot but know, how many 
looſe and profane Sermons have been preachec 
and publiſhed upon this very Solemnity, every 
Year fince it was inſtituted ; how many, 
too many) of the Preachers have made it a 
of Strife and Animoſity: What Falſhoods cl 
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have uttered; what wicked Principles they 
have advanced, what impious Compariſons 
they have made; yet at the fame time, with 
ſtrange Boldneſs, and indeed Blindneſs, com- 
plained of looſe and Republican Doctrines pre- 
vailing, to the great Peril of Church and State; 
nay, {till denounced Judgments, and ſtil] railed 
at the Freedom and Licentiouſnels of the Age. 

Your Lordthip is juſtly angry at Libels: 


Can there be greater or more poiſonous Libels, 


than ſuch Sermons as theſe, or worle Libels 


againſt Religion or Government? For they 
were generally levelled againſt the Conſtitution, 
Toleration, Peace, and Charity. Surely, your 
Lordſhip, in calling for a Remedy againſt the 
Licentiouſneſs of the Age, could not fail to 
have principally in your Eye the Licentiouſneſs 
of the Pulpit, the moſt ſcandalous Licentiouſ- 
ne's of all, and to wiſh for a Reſtraint upon 
Preaching. Without ſuch a Reſtraint as this, 
you cannot conſiſtently, nor with any Degree 
of Candor, call for one upon the Preſs. Of all 
Demagogues, preaching Demagogues, ſpiritual 
Demagogues, have been the moſt implacable 
and miſchievous, as well as the moſt buſy and 
barharous of all Incendiaries: What Clals of 
Men has ever ſounded the Trumpet to Sedition 
and Blood, with ſuch Frequency and Succeſs, 
as they? 

My Lord, I ſhall ſay but little here upon the 
Liberty of the Preſs. The ſame ingenious and 
ſenſible Hand, who has anſwered you already 
upon that Head, is able to ſupport his own 
Reaſoning. If it be a Liberty, that is ſome- 
times troubleſome to the Clergy, it brings a 
Remedy along with it; and none uſe it more 


freely than they; and they of all Men complain 
of 


[ 53 ] 

of it with the worſt Grace; they who are ſo 
nobly encouraged, fo amply endowed, with 
Learning, and Revenue, and Leiſure, to defend 
Truth, and aſſault Error. Where they have 
Reaſon and the Goſpel on their Side, with 
ſo many ſubordinate Advantages, What can 
ſtand before them? What Falſhood? What 
Error? And where Truth and Reaſon arc 
againſt them, and they -againſt theſe, Why 
ſhould the ſame be left undefended? When 
theſe are on their Side, they will Cefend 

themſelves. W hat would they have more? 
Wherever Liberty is unequal or reſtrained, 
ſo far Truth will for ever be found impaired 
and with the ſuppreſſing of free Enquiry and 
Argument, Truth will be ſuppreſſed. Hence 
tis quite loſt, or at beſt difowned, in Taly 
and Spain, where the Prefs is thoroughly re- 
ſtrained; and according to the Degrees of ſuch 
Re traint, will be the Degrees of Truth and Er- 
ror, of Knowledge and Ignorance, every where. 
The Clergy furely will not fay, that they 
diſtruſt their Cauſe. What then do they di- 
ſtruſt? What indeed can reſiſt a good Cauſe 
ſupported by good Reaſons? Whoever attacks 
it has but one bad Weapon againſt two ex- 
cellent ones, namely, Cavilling againſt Right, and 
againſt Argument defending Right. God's 
Cauſe therefore is hard to be oppoſed, and 
eaſily detended. Nor can it be at all oppoſed, 
where human Follies, and the Intereſts of 
Men come not to be by them blended with 
divine Truths, and both called by the fame 
ood Names, declared ro be inſeparable, and 
contended for without Diſtinction. Here in- 
deed there will be abundant room for an At- 
tack, and even for a Victory. 
But 
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But ſimple and ſincere Truth can ſurely 
never be vanquiſhed, where her Champions 
are not diſarmed, as they are in Popiſh and 
Mahometan Countries: and therefore ſuch who 
are conſcious of being the Champions of 
Truth, muſt heartily deſpiſe the Champions 
of Error; and none but the Champions of 
Error can juſtly fear the Champions of Truth. 
I therefore wonder at your Lordſhip's Fears. 
You have been engaged in Controverſy, .and 
from thar 'Trial muſt have found the Advan- 
tage of the Liberty of the Preſs, with the Truth 


of what I fay, how ſuperior an Advocate for 


honeſt and open Truth muſt be to one who 
quibbles, equivocates and frets, in ſupport of 
By-ends, Pride and Hypocriſy. Probably too 
Scoffers may ſay, that Loſers muſt have leave 
to complain, and that you are an Enemy to 
the Liberty of the Preſs, becauſe the Liberty 

of the Preſs proved no Friend to you. 
Beſides, methinks it ſuits not well with a 
Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, to be calling for 
Helps which the Apoſtles never ſought. They 
had the Tongues and Pens of all Men againſt 
them, and never defired the Privilege of be- 
ing alone heard, whilſt others were obliged 
to be ſilent. Your Lordſhip is better ſitua- 
ted than they: You live in a Chriſtian Coun- 
try, and have a great Revenue from your 
Country to preach and write for Religion, 
nay have it though you be alrogether idle. 
Are there loole Books abroad, are there 
evil Opinions ſtirring? Confute them, My 
Lord: Such Books and Opinions can never 
reſiſt the Word of God and of Reaſon. Your 
Lordſhip will not ſay, that the World, the 
Chriſtian World, 1s worſe than it was in a 
State 
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State of Paganiſm. This would be to make 
an ill Compliment to Chriſtian Teachers 
maintained at ſo great an Expence for ſo many 
hundred Years. 

For the Government, my Zeal is as great 

as your Lordſhip's can be, indeed too great to 
with it the Odium of reſtraining the Preſs; an 
Attempt very unpopular and unjuſt. The Preſs 
was always moſt abuſed when ſhut up, neither 
has it ever been, nor can it ever be fo abuſed 
when open, though the Abuſe from thence 
too, has been and is very great. But no Good 
which Man enjoys, is exempt from Abuſe, not 
even Religion nor Government, nor Health 
nor Power, nor Liberty nor Property. 
My Lord, I cannot deſire to fee a Privilege 
in the Hands of this Government, which every 
Government has abuſed as often as they had it: 
For, in ſhort, there never was any ſuch Reſtraint 
but upon one Side, who firſt thus diſarmed the 
other, and then cudgelled them without Mercy. 
We know when it was that Liberty and the 
Proteſtant Religion were written and preached 
away, and by whom, with Impunity, nay with 
Applauſe and Rewards; and when it was, and 
by whom, that every Anſwer, every Defence 
was made.Penal, if not Capital. 

Your Lordſhip has another Source of Ter- 
rors, from the ſuppoſed Growth of Deiſm. 
Were there real Ground for this, I do not think 
it politick in a Biſhop to own it, for fear of in- 
vidious Queſtions. I have already ſaid ſome- 
thing of this Matter: I ſhall here add ſomething 
more. 3 

I know not how it happens, but the Clergy 
have almoſt always ſomething to fear, Deiſm or 
Hereſy, or Schiſm or Diſſenters, or falſe Nova 

| raren, 
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thren. This has ſometimes ſerved their Pur- 
poſes, whenever they wanted new Powers of 
Penalties, or Acts of Vengeance, and when Peo- 
ple were ignorant enough to grant them what- 
ever they wanted; nor would they have had 4 
Pretence for deſiring ſuch Powers, had they not 
pleaded terrible Fears and Alarms. But the old 
Cry and Artifice will not now do; for, Men are 
nor ſo caſily frightened or miſled, nor ſo ready 
to adopt the ſelfilk Intereſts and Paſſions of the 
Clergy. 1 
Does Deiſm indeed increaſe? Why does not 
your Lordſhip, why do not the Clergy con- 
fute it? What elle have you been attending to, 
for ſo many Ages? The Cauſe of Truth muſt 
for ever prevail, if its Champions do not de- 
ſert it, and purſue other Deſigns. Your Lord- 
ſhip would not ſuggeſt, that Truth wants 
another Ser of Champions, leſs lazy and inte- 
reſted, more able and exemplary. To ſay the 
Truth, ſome of our preſent Champions hardly 
deſerve the Name, yet ftill confidently al- 
ſame” and retain it. And 'tis really odd e- 
nough, to ſee an idle Creature rolling in 
Wealth,” Luxury and Eaſe, living voluptu— 
ouſly ' every Day, preaching perhaps once a 
Year, (even then probably) not the Goſpel, 
but ſome favourite Point of Power, or Re— 
venue; daily accumulating Riches; changin 
almoſt yearly from Dioceſe to Dioceſe; fal 
aiming at a better, and the higheſt of all; 
hardly viſiting any, or ſtaying long enough 
with any one Flock, to know them, ſcarce ſee- 
ing them, much leſs feeding them, vet ſtill 
calling them by that tender Name, without 
bluſhing; to ſee him multiplying Benq fices 
and Commendams; holding ſeveral great Cares 
1 withort 
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without attending upon one, yet declaiming; 
after and in the midſt of all this, againſt the 
Prevalence of Deiſm and looſe Principles; 
and ſhamefully calling for worldly Reſtraints 
againſt Reaſoning, for Violence againſt Opi- 
nions. Is it not exceeding natural, my Lord, 
for all Men of Diſcernment; nay, for all Men 
who have Eyes, to ſtand amazed at ſuch wild 
Inconſiſtency of his Complaints, and his Con- 
duct? 

I doubt it will be found hard to anſwer 
what Mr. //hifton has ſaid in his Memoirs of 
Dr. Clarke, © Ir is clearly my Opinion, ſays 
& he, that till our Defenders of Chriſtianity 
ce do more than they have moſt of them his 
ce therto done, as to affording the World 
ce this Conviction, that they are really in 
“ Earneſt themſelves; particularly, till our 
« Biſhops leave off procuring Commendams, 
& and heaping up Riches and Preterments on 
& themſelves, their Relations and Favourites: 
& Nay, till they correct their Nou-Reſidence, 
& till- they leave the Court, the Parliament, 
c and their Politicks, and go down to their 
ce ſeveral Dioceſes, and there labour in the 
« Vineyard of Chriſt, inſtead of fanding the 
& moſt part of the Day idle at the Metropolis: 
“ They may write what learned indications 
ce and Paſtoral Letters they pleaſe, the obſer- 
eving Unbelievers will not be ſatisfied they 
& are in Earneſt, and, by Conſequence, will 
ce be little moved by all their Arguments and 
& Exhortations.” To this Quotation I will 
add, That Refidence formerly was reckoned of 
indiſpenſible, indeed of divine Obliga:1on, in 
the Opinion of many able Caſuiſts. Cardinal 

1 Cajetan 
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Cajetan particularly thought it fo, till great 
Preferments and Dignity gave him new 

Lights. | 
Reſtraints upon Opinion and Conſcience, 
have an evident Tendency to increaſe Hypo- 
criſy and Infidelity, inſtead of curing or pre- 
venting them; as is notorious in Countries 
where the Inquiſition is eſtabliſhed, that is to 
ſay, the higheſt of all Reſtraints, Impriſon- 
ment, Confiſcation, Tortures, and burning a- 
live. Even there, and in ſpite of all theſe ug- 
ly and inhuman Horrors, Deiſts, nay Atheiſts, 
are more numerous than any where. And the 
Reaſon is ſtrong and obvious: For, (beſides 
that the Clergy there, and indeed in many 
other Places beyond Sea, are extremely profli- 
gate and ſcandalous, and utterly deſpiſed by all 
Men, who are not quite bewitched with Gri- 
mace and Prieſtcraft,) as People there dare not 
reaſon, nor ſhew or propoſe any of their Doubts, 
they acquire evil Notions, and {till retain the 
ſame, ſince it would be Capital to own or ex- 
plain them. Moreover, though the Clergy are 
bad and licentious enough, even in ſome Places 
where there is no Inquiſition, they are moſt 
ſcandalouſly ſo where they have one; and 'tis 
molt true, that the ill Lives of the Clergy eve- 
ry where, their Pride and Hypocriſy, their 
Rage and Avarice, contribute too evidently to 
diſcredit Religion, which they thus diſgrace, 
and ſeem not to believe. Hence all their Rea- 
ſonings for Religion, eſpecially where with 
ſuch Reaſonings they mix ſelfiſh Tenets of 
their own, are deſpiſed; and ſome People may 
perhaps come to doubt the Being of a God, 
becaule they who call themſelves his * 
ä zwe 
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live and act as if there was none; nor can they 


think that Men that are covetous or cruel, 
whatever ſacred Names they bear, are at all re- 
lated to the God of Mercy ; or that any good 
Being could employ bad ones in his Service, 
and in ſo holy a Cauſe. 

The pious and learned Dr. Henry More, in 
his Myſtery of Godlineſs, has a Section to ſhew 
that the Hypocriſy of Profeſſors fills the W orld 
with Atheiſts. Men, /ays he, are exccedingly 
© tempted, to think the whole Buſineſs of Reli- 
& gion, is at beſt but a Plot to enrich the Prieſts, 
and keep the People in awe, from their ob- 
& ſerving that they who make the greateſt Noiſe 
© about Religion, and are the moſt zealous there- 
in, do neglect the Laws of Honeſty, and com- 
mon Humanity: That they can eaſily invade 
« other Mens Right; that they can juggle, dit- 
« {emble and lye, for Advantage: That they 
& are proud, conceited, love the Applauſe of 
„ the People; are envious, fierce, and impla- 
ce cable, unclean and ſenſual, mercileſs and cruel 
& care not to have Kingdoms flow in Blood for 
«© maintaining their Tyranny over the Con- 
& ſciences of poor deluded Souls.” 

Knows your Lordſhip any 'Thing more whim- 
ſical, any thing more unmodeſt, than that, when 
the publick Teachers are fo ſingularly provided 
for, and poſſeſſed of all Advantages, to defend a 
-_ Cauſe; yet theſe Men, called to this holy 

ocation, inſtead of making Converts by Pains, 
by Perſuaſion, and by pious Lives, -ſhould be 
continually calling upon the Civil Power to do 
by Terror and Force, what they ought to do 
by godly Exhortations, and a heavenly Exam- 
ple; to do what can never be done by any other 
Means, much leſs by oppoſite Means? M 

H 2 Lord, 
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Lord, intemperate ways are not the ways of 
Chriſt, nor intemperate Words his Words; 
at leaſt he never encouraged them in others. 

Bur {till I believe that this Cry of Deiſin 18 
but an idle and ill- grounded Cry; and hope 
that our Teachers have been, and ſtill are too 
diligent and ſucceſsful Labourers in their Ma- 
ſter's Vineyard, to ſuffer ſuch a Weed to grow 
up, at leaſt ro ſpread. My Lord, where are 
theſe Deiſts? What Company does your 
Lordſhip keep, what Books do you read? I 
have hardly ever ſeen any Book againſt Chri- 
ſtianity; and in Books that attack Prieitcrafr, 
Chriſtianity is no ways concerned; and to 
attack Authors who profeſs to be Chriſtians, 
and only write againſt Prieſtcraft, as what has 
corrupted Chriſtianity, is it ſelf downright 
Prieſtcraft. is become a ſtale Art, to call 
ſuch Writers Atheiſts or Deiſts. 

My Lord, I wiſh that all Men were Chriſtians, 
bur am nur for cutting off Deiſts, who like 
others that differ from us, are only to be dealt 
with by Reaſon and Perſunſion. Nor can De- 
iſm be ever terrible to the Publick, ſince Deiſts 
are never likely to overſpread and poſſeſs a Na- 
tion: The Bulk of Mankind will always be ra- 
ther over credulous, than incredulous; and 
Men of any Senſe will never be the worſe 
Neighbours or Subjects for their Speculations, 
though they pay no Regard to the Syſtems of 
Churchmen. And if a Man acts agreeably to 
good Senſe, and the Impulſes of Humanity, 
he is a good Member of Society; nor need his 
Fellow- Members look further, much leſs trou- 
ble or hurt him for differing from them, which 
is no more than what they do by him. But a 
Bigot is ever a ready Inſtrument of Miſchief, 
* 9 a ready 
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a ready Tool for the Ambition or Cruelty of 
his Leaders, and apt to call Good Evil, and 


Evil Good. © Hot Zealots, (ſays Father Paul) 


* bclicving every thing to be juſtifiable which 
is done with a View to Religion, come 
5. thence to act againſt Religion; nay, even 
© againſt common Humanity; and thus have 
$* ſet the World in a dreadful Combuſtion.” 

In China, all Men of Conſideration, all of 
any Eminence for Learning or Dignity, are 
Deiſts. I wiſh that in Spain and Italy, and in 
many other Countries called Chriſtian, as much 
Civil Felicity, and as many Marks of Proſpe- 
rity were found, as in China: It were indeed 
better for Mankind, that all fiery Catholicks 
and Bigots every where, were converted into 
rational and ſober Chineſes. To be Followers 
of Chriſt is the beſt Choice, and the ſure Road 
to Happineſs: Burt to follow Prieſts and Bigots 
in molt Countries, and in moſt of their Ways, 
is not to follow Chriſt, or Happineſs, or com- 
mon Senſe. 

My Lord, it is a great Preſumption, *tis very 
uncandid, to charge Men with Opinions which 
they do not own; it is worſe to charge them 
with Opinions which they utterly diſown. Ir is 
unjuſt to charge them with one obnoxious Opi- 
nion in conſequence of another, nay, to take 
both for granted; to ſuppoſe a Man is a Deiſt, 
and therefore a Republican; or a Republican, 
and therefore a Deiſt. Does it become a good 
Chriſtian, or a fair Reaſoner, or a well bred 
Man, to aſſert or inſinuate ſuch Things? Is it 


not a wicked thing, to prejudice his Majeſty 


againſt any part of his good Subjects? to bring 

a falſe, at beſt precarious Accuſation againſt 

them? to repreſent them to Him W 
an 
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and to Bigots as Infidels? Why Republicans, 
when they have as much Liberty and Protection 
as ever any Government could beſtow, as much 
as any Subject could deſire or enjoy? Do they 
confeſs any ſuch Principles or Spirit? Why 
Deiſts? Do they own themſelves ſo? Or why 
ſhould Deiſm ſpread? No body is paid to main- 
tain Deiſm; nor does any Intereſt attend it, 
but Obloquy and Unpopularity. Sure, They muſt 
be miſerably weak for whom Deiſm is too ſtrong. 
Tis an old Artifice, one much beneath your 
Lordſhip, or any Man of Probity and Honour, 
an Artifice only worthy of miſerable Bigots 
and little ſowre Prieſts, thus to repreſent Men 


as Enemies to God and the King, becauſe they 


preſume to differ in Opinion with ſome of the 
Clergy. 
Thus almoſt all the learned Men at the Re- 


formation were reckoned Hereticks, if not A- 


theiſts, becauſe they were no great Admirers of 
the Monks, or perhaps for reforming the Cler- 
gy: Thus the firſt Chriſtians were by the Pa- 


gan Prieſts and Perſecutors traduced, as Enemies 


to the Gods, and to Cæſar; and thus all the 
Diſſenters in this Nation were continually bran- 
ded by the Parſons, as certain Enemies to Mo- 
narchy, and therefore unworthy of Toleration, 
or even of Protection; and that Imputation 
continued confidently, till it was no longer be- 
lieved; and long Experience has quite confuted 
the Parſons. We are again alarmed with the 
old Cry, or a new one juſt like the old, and 
from the ſame Quarter, and for the ſame 
Ends. There are Hoſts of Republicans and 
Deiſts, God knows where, like the Army 
which lay Incognito at Anghtsbridge. 


It 
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It is an eaſy matter to raiſe Phantoms, and to 
frighten the Crowd, generally infatuated with 
Superſtition and falſe Zeal z nay, a good Degree 
of Confidence, and ſtrong Aſſertion, will often 
miſlead Men of Senſe z the moſt groundleſs In- 
vention often finds many Vouchers, and ſome- 
times gains ſuch Credit and Belief, that it is un- 
ſafe to deny it, much more to expoſe it: In- 
ſtances of this are endleſs. 

Your Lordſhip cannot forget what an Up- 
roar was raiſed ſome Years ago about a Hell- 
fire Club, ſaid to be ſubſiſting in London; how 
much it alarmed the Clergy, how much the 
Clergy alarmed others, and how zealouſly they 
called (as uſual) for the Aid of the Secular Arm 
what a ſolemn Proclamation enſued, full of pa- 
thetick Strains, and of all due Horror againſt 
ſuch an impious Society; how the Lord Chan- 
cellor was directed by the King, the Juſtices of 
Peace by the Lord Chancellor, to find out theſe 
dark Aſſemblies, and bring them to Puniſhment 
how generally this terrible Story was believed, 
how much it filled Converſation, and employed - 
the Pulpit and the Preſs; how Gentlemen of 
Name and Fortune, . nay, Ladies of eminent 
Quality, were confidently charged with being 
Members of this horrible Club. Never was a 
finer Topick for haranging, for ſpreading Ha- 
tred and Terror, Abuſe and Calumny. It was 
become faſhionable, nay, orthodox to believe 
it; *twas Infidelity to doubt it, and they were 
Atheiſts who denied it. Now where did all 
this mighty Tumult, theſe pannick Terrors, 
and this ſolemn Enquiry, end? Even in a Diſ- 
covery, that there was no ſuch Diſcovery to be 
made. Vet I never heard that the vile Broachers 
of ſuch a wicked Alarm, that the wicked Au- 

e thors 


thors or Promoters of ſo much Calumny, ever 
took Shame to themſelves. No: Some fort of 
Men never own themſelves in the wrong, even 
when they are convicted of having done it. It 
would be a Digreſſion to mention here, what a 
knaviſh Purpoſe this pious and popular Cry was 
intended to anſwer. 

As of all Truths, the Truths of Religion are 
the moſt valuable; ſo of all Falſhoods, religious 
Falſhoods are the moſt miſchievous : Becauſe 
with the miſled Vulgar they are made to paſs for 
religious Truths. W hat deſtructive Effects they 
have had, what Seditions they have produced, 
what Wars, what Perſecutions and Maſſacres, 
would require a Volume to ſpecify and explain. 

My Lord, I beg pardon for detaining you fo 
long. I hope it will not offend your Lordſhip, 
that I have ſpoken my Mind thus freely con- 
cerning your late Performance, which is itſelf a 
very free one. I hope I have treated you with 
Civility : without Paſſion or Anger, or any per- 
ſonal Prejudice, I am ſure I have. I honour 
your Abilities, and your high Station in the 
Church, and I am, . 

With great Reſpect, 

Cambridge, | 


March 25. 1732. My Lord, &c. 


P. S. I ſhauld have troubled your Lordſhip 
with theſe Obſervations much ſooner, but that 
I really hoped to ſee ſomething equally full 
of this ſort offered from ſome other Hand 
upon fo remarkable a Sermon: For the Au- 
thor of the Letter to you attends but to a few 
Points in it. I think the whole worth con- 


ſidering, even more fully than I have done it. 
FINIS 


